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Dear lMember of the rolanvi 3ocC

rschenmann mentioned to vou in his last cor-
respondence, Z have acgreed to talie over the task of coor-
dinating the lNewsletter for the next yvear.

It is my »resent hope to issue four copies of the
NMewsletter if the information I receive from the ¢eneral
menbership gives me enouch material to do do. Present
nlans call for mailing these out at the beginning of

Septenber, Dec eﬂber lfarch and June. I would recuest ti

that
you have any wn_O“ﬂation for the Newsletter to me by the
foll owing deadlin 15 November for Decenber: 15 February

for March; and 15 Aay for June.
Address all correspondence to me at:

University of Dayton
£fice for Moral and Religious Zducation

Dayton, Chio 45465

With best wishes

P Dty ™

Bruno V. lManno,
General Cooralﬁato;

3VH/cdp

university of dayton * dayton, ohio 45469 * 513 229-4327
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A Forum on "“Rhetoric in the Philosorny of lichael Polanyi”
was held 1n connection with the American Philosophical Association
Convention. in Chicago, april 29, 1277. Two papers were nre-
sented and three respondents were invited. A nunber of other
atl_e*lcz1 ¢ the APA Convention weres pnresent, including Charles
Hartshorne and Charner Perry,.

Hdarry Prosch, Coordinator of Philcsorhy 3tudies for the Po-
lanyi Society, served as Chairman and submits the following report.
Professor Sam Watson of the Devartment of Enclish at the

University of North Carolina held in his vaner "Polanyi's Philo-

sonhy of Good Reasons," that rhetoric has historically been a
rationale of informal reasoning, concerned with persons' dis-
nositions to believe and act on their beliefs." He thought that
rhetoricians are now ¢etting back to dealing with rhetoric as
this sort of thing. He thoucht that there is a growing tendency
to take Polanyi's thought seriouslv in connection with such an

enternrise.

He traced Polanyi's answers to two questions as examples o
the usefulness of Polanvi's thought to an understanding of

rt‘

First, he showed how Polanyi held that the destructive Iorce
of reductionistic (and of its offs»ring, totalitarian) thought
arises from the rhetorical force of reason understood as formal
demonstration (i.e., not as rhetorical demonstrab~on) upon ouxr
beliefs and dispositions to act.

Second, he showed how Polanyi's new epistenology (his zhil-
osophy of "good," but not formally demonstrative reasons) is
able to evolaln how rhetorical reasoning operates to influence
our beliefs in an informal, non-demonstrative. manner.

In Polanyi's terms, "cgood reasons" are really, Watson held,
those subsidiaries which we integrate into a focal meaning.
When shared by the persons involved in a discussion these sub-
sidiaries enable these persons to see the meaning of what is
peing said and to understand each other's criticisms. hen
these subsidiaries are not already shared the audience's sym-
pathy for them must be won sufficiently to dwell in them to-
ward the meaning the speaker sees and wishes to persucde his'
audience to hold. Such sympathetic acceptance, Watson quoted

from Polanvi, "is a heuristic process, self-modifyving act, and
to this extent a conversion.'" "Good reasons" therefore exist,
Watson said, "within the existential framework of personal

commitment," and " are indwellings which interlocutors come to

share."
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Since Polanyi's thoucht holds that personally embodied and
non-formal inferences underwrite all acts of knowledge, Watson
clained that what has usually been called rhetoric nust under-
cird, for Polanyi anvhow, all attempts to seek and to state the
trutih. Rhetoric does not therefore, said Vatson, become mani-
~ulative or cynical or hypocritical, but rather is understood
to e a rational "encagement oetween co-ecqual humans.'

Professor Robert L. 3cott, Chairman of the Department of
Sneech and Comnunication at tne University of linnesota, suggested
in his paper, "The Tacit Dimension and Rhetoric," that a departure
forﬂ the "old rhetoric" which concentrated on vne sneaker and
his kit of tools to a new one startinc with the auditor as an
actwve acent is currently beginning in the field of Rhetoric
and can be particularly facilitated by the notion of the tacit
dinension and the concomitant distinction Polanyi nade between
the focal and the sub51d1:“v The active role that the viewers
nlay in Polanvi's the aesthetic experience involved
in art (as well as “v*es, ceremonies, and traditions) can be
transferred, 5Scott und, to our und “f*angvnﬂ cf how the aud-
ience is persuaded rough 1ts own active dwellinc in subsi-
diary clues presen to own integration of these
into a focus (as tions of rhetori
sion)
he he
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nst s
as a causal scien at Rhetorical
persusion, unce:otoog in t i is the
cenesis of the interpersonal s j nvolved in convivial-
ity, affiliation, and commitmen anvi wrote so much
about. Affiliation without commitment is a nusu, said Scott,
and the test of genuine commitment is certainly in part, at
least, the "willingness to advocate to others nositions based
cn it." his advocacy, S3cott held, is in turn based on an urge
to share; but more Drﬂﬂar*?*, he claimed, we seek through it to
confirm what we know--"the confirming seal is the assent of
others," he said.
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"The test of genuiness in commitment, then, is a double
test: affiliation necessitates acting to persuade others, and
conviviality demands that the persuader stand ready to oe per-

j i

suaded, not simply by counter- advocccy but by the disbeli
of others."

th

Professor Richard Luecke, of the Department of Philosophy,
Valnaraiso University, respondinc to Watson's and to Scott's
papers, indicated that their "good reasons" had converted him
to the thought of Polanvi and to his rhetorical practice. He
was moved, he said, to carry Polanyi's rhetorical practice, used
by him for a ha""lﬂular discinlinary provosal, further to a
rhetorical discrimination of various sorts of such nronosal
and to carry Polanyi's distinction between "indication” and
"symbolization" further into the public sphere.
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He showed the rhetorical value of being able to offer

good reasons for taking alternate paths, rather than nmerely one,
and then connected this develoned capacity with the achievement
of community and communication, wherebv covernment by discussion
lrht develop rather than governnment by a dalancing of interests
or by "experts" "broucht in" to solve our »roblems for us.
In this sense, he held, rhetoric micht "become once acgain
an art of citizenshin, and rhetoricians the teachers of citizens."
Professor Gerry Cl**, Denartment of rn17050ply at Eckert
College, raised questions concerning what it is that nalkes good

reasons good.

The general discussion moved with this into cquestions con-
cerning how '"conversions'" from one set of basic commitments to
another micht e effected and whether Polanvi stood with or
against Ponper on certain issues, esrneciallv on the cuestion of
an "open society." Scme discussants were of the opinion that
both Polvani and Ponper really held that comnmunication and com-
munity required some common commitments in order to exist and
that the absolutely open society could not zrovide for such
communication. Cthers believed that only Polanyi saw this as
a necessity. The state of mind Polanyi espoused, in which one
understands that, while none of his fundamental convictions can
be demonstrably nroved, he nevertheless confidently bases his
thoucht and his actions uvon them--a2nd vigorously opncses those
who think otherwise--wvroved difficult for some a2t the forum %o
See as a basis for tolerance rather than for intolerance. For
these latter discussants it seemed that everythincg should be
complnteTV oren and every view conpletely tolerated until the
"truth" is discovered. That this rnosition alsc contained a
paradox was visible to some who were present, but not to all.

In other words, the fundamental issues that separate
Polanyians £for non- rolanyians were very nuch in evidence at

this Forum. However, those who nresented napers and their
respondedt seemed to be a rather general agreement among

Professor Harry 5. Broudy of the Collece of Education at
the University of Illinois was unable to be nresent due to
transportation difficulties. He sent a copv of his response
to the Chairman, however, which was not read at the meeting because
of time pressures. a sunmary of it is presented here.

Broudy showed that Polanyi's version of knowing
the claims that both Scott and Watson made--both +tha
rely on cgood reasons rather than on logical demonstr

sunnorts
t we nmust
ations and
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that a zind of linowing called rhetorical can be justified and
explicated. He said that Polanyi's analvsis clearly showed that
even nositivistic theories of nowing and science inply a de-
nendence on tacit clues. But 3Broudy claimed that Folanvi did
not show so clearlv the sense in which this account of knowing
~rovides evidence for the truth of a zro tion or a belief.

Rationalitv, Broudy claimed, alwavs neans at least ¢iving
assent to =romocsitions because thev nurnort to e concruent with
sone sort of reality. The -hvsical sciences do this, he held,
by locical demonstration, emnnlanation, and nrediction of the
nhenonena. 3ut to establish the congruence oI helief and of the
human reality constituted by intentions and ideals may require
the %ind of inguizry or nowing Scotit called rhetorical. Since
good reasons here nay be hidden in the tacit components of our
“nowing, the art of nersuasicn, or rhetoric, has to nalie some of
these tacit elements explicit.

The uses of rhetoric in education and in nolitics recuires,
anmong other things, that the credibility of the spealer (or teacher
needs to be established. hetoric in this sense must show us 20w
to nrovide ccod reasons for believing in the spealer rather than
nerely in what he utters. The ernistenolcy of xrhetoric therefore,
Broudy 1eld, requires a study of the necessary and suificient
condit ons for the establishnent, maintenance, and restoration

POLANYI AAR 1977 CONSULTATION, SAN FRAIICISCO

Thursday 9-12, Dec. 25, 1977

Richard Gelwick, Steohens Collece, and John Apczynski,
3t. Bonaventure University, »nresiding

The 1977 consultation will be on an open basis and in-
vites all interested Polanyi scholars to participate.
The torics grow out of last year's discussion anc will
focus on the extensions and implications of Folanyi's
thought for Christian theology. The following papers

will be nresented as a basis for discussion.

-~

Charles S. lcCoy, Pacific School of Religion
and Gracduate Theological Union, "Polanyi and

2
Pluralistic Theology”. Resnondent
Kirkpatrici, Trinity College, Hart

)




Robert T. Osborn, Dulte University, "Polanvi and
Liberation Theoloaa”. Respondent, 3runo lanno,
University of Dayton.

Joe Kroger, 3t. Michaels College, "& Theology of
DloCOVG”V' Resnencent, Harold Kuester,

New Collece

Persons wishing to wmarticinate in the Consultation should
secure copies of the rnarers from their authors by writing
to the above addresses, enclosing one dollar f£for exnenses,
and also notifyinc Richard Celwick, Stepmhens College, Col-

~

umbia, Missouri 65201,
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Oxford University Press has announced the publication of
a book which can serve as an introduction tc the thought
of iMichael Polanyi. It is entitled THE VWAY OF ‘ISC“":ZY
and is authored by Richard Gelwicik,.

rom Richard Gelwiclkt I received the following correszon-
dence:

I attended the Internatioral 2Acadeny of Relicious
Science and the International academy of Philoso-
piivy of Science symvposiums on "Christian Theology
in the Context of a Jcientific Revolution" at

St. John's University this month. Michael's
prhilosophy was very much in the forefront in the

;
presentations of a number of speakers, including

Professor Torrance of Edinburcgh.




