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PREFACE
This issue features a forum on a recently discovered 1954 lecture by Michael Polanyi titled, “Rules of 
Rightness.” The forum begins with the lecture and is followed by four sets of comments. Phil Mullins puts 
the essay in its historical context. Walter Gulick connects the lecture to Polanyi’s account of emergence 
in Personal Knowledge. Collin Barnes uses Polanyi’s ideas from the lecture to further his criticism of social 
science’s reliance on Likert Scales. Andy Steiger draws from Polanyi’s ideas to suggest a richer understanding 
of what it means to be human.

In addition to the forum, Chris Goodman interviews Richard T. Allen, a British Polanyi scholar and 
leader of the British Personalist Forum that publishes the journal, Appraisal.

Finally, Phil Mullins reviews a book that chronicles the work of the Congress for Cultural Freedom in 
which Polanyi participated.

Do remember that the Polanyi Society (and Tradition and Discovery) need your support through dues 
and/or donations. At the risk of sounding like a commercial for public broadcasting, the mission of the 
Society depends on your continuing support as we move into an increasingly digitally focused world. You 
can donate to the Society at www.polanyisociety.org. 

Paul Lewis
Managing Editor

NOTES ON CONTRIBUTORS
Collin D. Barnes (cbarnes@hillsdale.edu) is Associate Professor of Psychology at Hillsdale College where 
he teaches classes on personality and social psychology, the history of psychology, Michael Polanyi, and the 
philosophy of social science.

C.P. Goodman (cpgoodman@lineone.net) is not affiliated with a university, lives in the English coun-
tryside, reads books, is a student of Geistesgeschichte (history of the human spirit), and like everyone else 
admires what is admirable and despises what is despicable. 

Walter Gulick (wgulick@msubillings.edu) is Professor Emeritus of Philosophy, Humanities, and Religious 
Studies at Montana State University-Billings. His recent publications are on aesthetics and meaning that 
emulate Polanyi’s emphasis on comprehensiveness. 

Phil Mullins (mullins@missiouriwestern.edu) is a former TAD editor who continues to work on TAD 
and other Polanyi Society projects. Several of his essays have focused on historical topics concerned with 
Marjorie Grene’s work with Michael Polanyi.

Andy Steiger (andy@apologeticscanada.com) is the author of Reclaimed and recently published “Artificial 
Dignity: The Humanizing and Dehumanizing Implications of Polanyi Versus Turing’s Ontology” in The 
Inherence of Human Dignity. He lives and works in Abbotsford, British Columbia, Canada.
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