PREFACE

With COVID-19 rapidly changing the world as we know it, combined with the recent
civil unrest where I live in Minneapolis, it has admittedly been hard to focus on much else.
There are moments when academic endeavors such as ours have started to feel trivial and unim-
portant, and then there are moments when they seem more meaningful and timely than ever.
Preserving and curating a body of knowledge and scholarship dedicated to critical reflection on
and in light of Michael Polanyi is, I believe, a noble and virtuous pursuit in and of itself, one
that will never become passé or impractical, regardless of what’s going on in the world.

These are my first words as the new General Editor of 74D. And while I don't expect them
to be remembered or celebrated, I do hope that they reflect my commitment to maintaining
the tradition of our journal as we discover together exactly what comes next for ourselves and
the academy as a whole. To continue pursuing the ideals of an open-access publishing model, to
protect our practice of rigorous peer-review, to broaden our readership and to invite new voices
into the conversation—these are a few of my goals as I take the reins from Paul Lewis and stand
on his shoulders and those who came before him.

So let’s get to it. Check out www.polanyisociety.org for the latest news on the annual meet-
ing and other happenings, and kindly submit your dues by December 31.

David James Stewart
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