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Preface

Thisissueisdevoted to the papersoriginally presented at the 2007
Polanyi Society annual meeting, which focused on the 1963 Berkeley
encounter of Michael Polanyi and Paul Tillich. ThisSociety meetingwasa
joint meeting with the North American Tillich Society. Somereaders may
recall that inthe Polanyi centennial year of 1991 in KansasCity therewasa
similar meetingwith theTillich Society onthesametopic. Twointeresting
papers by thelate CharlesM cCoy and Richard Gelwick with aresponse by
DonadMusser wereeventually published onthissessionin TAD 22:1(1995-
96) whichisavailableinthe TAD electronicarchivesonthePolanyi Society
web site. Readers may want to look back at these earlier reflectionsfor they
are a prelude to this new set of essays on a topic that obviously was not
exhausted with the earlier publications. | am delighted that the new essays
include one from Durwood Foster who was involved in both the first and
second meetingsonthe1963 encounter. Foster isafirst-rateTillichscholar,
afriend and teacher of several Polanyians, and a figure who recently has
reread Polanyi, so he brings new eyes to his thinking about Polanyi and
Tillich inhiscaptivating discussion of what he dubs*adynamic uncoordi-
natedduo.” Thereisafreshessay by Gelwick andanew responseby Musser.
TheFoster, Gelwick and Musser essays, likethe 1991 paperson Tillichand
Polanyi, have also been published in Bulletin of the North American Paul
Tillich Society (34:3, Summer 2008). Bob Russell, a Foster student and a
|eader inrecent “theology and science” discussions, contributed tothe2007
annual meeting sessionashort assessment of thelastingimpact of Polanyi’s
thought on the growing interdisciplinary field of “theology and science.”
Thistooisincludedinthisissue. Besurethat youreview “Newsand Notes’
wherethereisinformation about the new Poteat archivesat Y aleand about
publications and papers that follow up on earlier TAD discussions or
inquiriesopened at the 2008 L oyolaPolanyi Conference. Alsoyouwill find
(p.6) the program for the November 6 and 7, 2009 session of the upcoming
Saociety annual meetingin Montreal.

Phil Mullins

Tradition and Discovery isindexed selectively in The Philosopher’s
Index and Religious and Theological Abstracts and isincluded in the
EBSCO online database of academic and research journals.




NEWSAND NOTES

Polanyi Society Travel Fund In Need

For students and others requiring assistance
toattendthe Society’ smeetingslimited funding may be
available. Society membersareurgedtoinformworthy
candidates that this assistance is availabile. Those
interested in this funding, as well as those who know
of potential candidates, should contact Walter M ead
(wbmead@comcast.net) and see the information on
the Polanyi Society web site. Since the 2009 Polanyi
Society annual meeting isin Montreal in November,
this as an opportunity to attract Canadian graduate
students and individuals who have recently finished
graduate studies; we hope to have a specia round-
table discussion to assist and encourage these people
intheir Polanyianstudies. However, wepresently have
only sufficient money in our Travel Fund account to
providefor onestudent. ContributionstothisFundin
any amountwill begratefully receivedbyWally Mead,
4KenyonCourt, Bloomington, IL 61701. They aretax-
deductible.

Update On Appraisal

An issue of Appraisal: The Journal of the
Society for Post-Critical Philosophy and Personalist
Sudies(v. 7,n.2[October 2008]) cameoutinMay, 2009
and the March 2008 issue (v. 7, n. 1) was published
several months ago. Appraisal editor Richard Allen
reports that illness has put the journal a bit behind
publication schedule, but it should catchupduringthe
summer andfall of 2009. TheMarch2008issue included
thefollowing essays on Wittgenstein and Polanyi: (1)
Philip Roalnick, “Wittgenstein and Polanyi on the
Person.” (2) Charlie Lowney, “Seeing, Saying and
Being the Gestalt: Continuing Investigations on
Wittgenstein and Polanyi on the Concept of the Per-
son.” The October 2008 issueincluded the following
articles on Hans Jonas, Eric Voegelin and William

Poteat: (1) Antonio Casado and Rodriguez-Arias,
“HansJonas’ ContributiontoBioethics: 40Y earsafter
His' Philosophical Reflectionson Experimentingwith
Human Subjects.’” (2) GiorgioBar uchello, “Gnosis,
Sustainable Devel opment and Racism: HansJonasas
aPolitical Thinker.” (3) Maben Walter Poirier,“Eric
Voegelin's Immanentism: A Man at Odds with the
Transcendent, Pt. 1.” (4) David Rutledge, “William
Poteat: The Primacy of the Person.”

Appraisal (i.e., TheSociety for Post-Critical
and Personalist Studies) and the John Macmurray
Fellowship sponsored aconference on April 18, 2009
in Oxford. The conference theme was “Persons and
Agency.” Thefollowing paperswere presented: (1)
Walter Gulick,”Who Are the Persons of Michael
Polanyi’ sPersonal Knowledgeand JohnMacmurray’s
Personsin Relation?’ (2) Phil Mullins, “Polanyi on
Agency and Some Linksto Macmurray.”

ColinBurchisnow providing valuablehelp
with editorial work and M ark Arnold will takeupthe
post of secretary of The Society for Post-Critical and
Personalist Studies in the autumn. Richard Allen
(rt.allen@ntlworld.com) isinviting volunteersto take
on other tasks such as treasurer, webmaster and con-
ference master for Appraisal.

The Appraisal website at http://
www.spcps.org.uk/ hasrecently beenrevamped. You
can view thetable of contents of all issues going back
tovolumelinMarch1996.Y oucanorderaCDwithal
back issues, volumes 1 through 6. Payments can now
bemadeviathewebsite, making thingsmucheasier for
subscribers outide UK.

Struan Jacobs, oneof thewritersinthe2006-
2007 issue of TAD (33:2) focusing on Polanyi and

Thomas Kuhn, has recently published another article
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onthetopic, “Thomas Kuhn’s Memory” Intellectual

History Review 19 (1) 2009: 83-101. The abstract

follows:
Scholars have suggested that Thomas Kuhn's
theory of science in his famous study, The Struc-
ture of Scientific Revolutions, drew from ideas of
Michael Polanyi. Therearecertain striking resem-
blances between Polanyi’ s masterwork, Personal
Knowledge, and Kuhn's, Scientific Revolutions,
books that were published only afew years apart
(1958 and 1962). The present discussion particu-
larly concerns three similarities between Kuhn's
thought and that of Polanyi, making useof hitherto
unpublished correspondence between Kuhn and
William Poteat, Professor of Christianity and Cul-
tureat DukeUniversity. Writtenearly in 1967, the
letters(twofrom Poteat, onefrom Kuhn) arerepro-
ducedintheappendix of thisarticle. Of thesimilari-
ties, oneisbetween Kuhn' sideaof the* paradigm’
as exemplar, with its connotation of unexpressed
knowledge, and Polanyi’s theme of ‘tacit knowl-
edge’. Another similarity isbetween their respec-
tive accounts of world pictures (Kuhn's idea of
paradigmsas’ constellations’ and Polanyi’ simage
of ‘frameworks').Third is the similarity between
Kuhn's theory of ‘incommensurability’ and
Polanyi’ snotion of cognitiveframeworksassepa
ratedby a‘logical gap’. Thisarticlespecifieswhere
Kuhncites, and what hehasto say about, Polanyi’s
work, and it draws attention to relevant silences,
inaccuracies and inconsistencies in Kuhn's writ-
ing. We are aiming at an intensive, accurately
detailed discussion of whether Polanyi may have
been among Kuhn’s important sources.

Keith Morgan presented at the Academy of
Management Annual Meeting, Anaheim, CA, (Au-
gust 2008) “ CreatingaGraphical Three(3) Dimensional
Diagram of the Knowledge Transfer Process.” The
abstract follows (and the paper isavailable at http://
www.coal escentknowl edge.com/papers.htm):

Polanyi’ stacit and explicit knowledge theory will

beintegrated with coal escent knowledgetheory (a

shared knowledge concept) to create a graphical

three (3) dimensiona diagram of the knowledge
4

transfer process. This diagram can be used by
management consultantsto understand and create
a customized knowledge transfer process for cli-
ents.

CharlesL owney’ sarticle” Authenticity and
Reconciliation of Modernity” was published in The
Pluralist(v.4,n.1[Spring2009]): 33-50.

Richard Allen’s essay “The Unity of the
Person” alsoappearsin ThePluralist (v.4,n. 1[Spring
2009)): 77-84.

A NoteOn Polanyi Society M ember ship

A recent change in subscription procedure
may have caused some confusion. There are three
issuesof TAD eachyear (October, February and July).
Self-addressed return envel opes are now enclosed in
all printed copies(mailedintheU.S.) of theOctober and
February issues. The subscription cycle beginsin the
fall of eachacademicyear. Evenif youmail inyour dues
inthe October envel ope, your February issuewill also
include an envelope because the US Post Office re-
quiresall TAD mailing parcelstobeidentical toqualify
for thelowest mailing rate. Rather than usethereturn
envelope, you can, of course, awayse-mail subscrip-
tion information to Phil Mullins
(mullins@missouriwestern.edu). Whentherevision of
the Polanyi Society web materialsiscompletedinthe
summer of 2009, you should be able to complete a
subscription form on the web if you prefer.

The Polanyi Society is a very economical
academic/professional society. Theannual member-
ship is currently $35 ($25 for libraries and $15 for
students).The Society has regular expenses associ-
atedwithproducing, printingandmailing TAD andwith
sponsoring academic meetings. Recently, we have
added things such as the scholarship/travel fund for
younger scholars which also require some resources.
The Society much appreciatesthecontributionswhich
several membershave madeto support thetravel fund
aswell asregular operating expenses. Annual financial
data is normally published in the February issue of



TAD. TheSociety isanIRS-501(c)3 organization (cer-
tified non- profit organi zation). Any donation members
makeabovethemembershiprateistax deductibleinthe
US. Y ou shouldreceiveatax letter for such donations
from the Society; if you do not, please inquire.

Although the Polanyi Society is an interna-
tional organization, it is an increasingly expensive,
bureaucratic nightmare to mail printed copiesof TAD
outside the US. In the post-911 world, each non-
domesticmailing parcel must haveatracer (paperwork)
attached. The Society now produces and archives an
identical electronic version of TAD available at the
same time the printed copy is mailed on the Polanyi
Society web siteat <http://www.missouriwestern.edu/
orgs/polanyi/>. Anyonewhowishescaneasily down-
load all or part of any issue. Society membersliving
outsidethe USare encouraged to accesstheelectronic
TAD rather than have a paper copy mailed to them.
Those who wish can subscribeto an e-mail list which
providesane-mail noticethreetimesayear (assoonas
theelectronic TAD isposted ) withthetabl eof contents
of the current issue. Those who receive the electronic
edition of TAD are encouraged to use e-mail or the
Polanyi Society web siteto pay annual duesand make
contributions to the Society.

Special Collection Of William Poteat Paper s

A collection of Poteat’ s papersisbeing established at
theYaeDivinity School Library. JamesClementVan
Pelt, aformer student of Poteat presently livingin New
Haven, CT, hasworked with Wally Mead, agraduate
of YDS, inproviding for thisarchive. Wearegrateful
to Paul Stuehrenberg, YDS Librarian, and Martha
Smalley, Special Collections Librarian, for making it
possiblefor ustomakethelateWilliam Poteat’ spapers
optimally availablefor futureresearch and thereby not
only assuring the continuation of Professor Poteat’s
legacy but al so encouraging thefurther creative appli-
cationof Polanyi’ sinsightsof thequality and original -
ity represented in Poteat’ s works. So far four of Bill
Poteat’ sformer studentsand colleagues have contrib-
uted their correspondencewith Poteat, their notes, and
their audiorecordingsof hislecturesandinterviewsto
thisarchive. Thereislikely morematerial out therethat
could be of great valueto future scholars. Thosewho
wishtoretaintheir valued correspondence, etc., intheir
possession are encouraged to make copies of the
relevant material and contact Wally Mead at thee-mail
addressbel ow. M ead will spendthesummer organizing
and catalogingthemateria priortodeliveringittoY DS.
These materialswill hopefully be further ordered and
made available to the public sometime during thefall
2009 semester. The Y aeDivinity School Library will
henceforthholdall literary and other property rightsto
the unpublished writings in this collection. We are
presently considering thepossibility of holding a fu-
ture meeting of the Society in New Haven (perhapsin
conjunction with the YDS Initiative in Religion and
Scienceprogramthat VVan Pelt coordinates) tocel ebrate
this new research resource and to draw upon some of
therelevantregional scholarship. If youhavematerials
that you think would be of valueto this Poteat Collec-
tion, please inform Wally Mead
(wbmead@comcast.net).



2009 Polanyi Society Annual Meeting
Montreal, Quebec.

ThePolanyi Society will holditsannual meeting November 6-7, 2009 in conjunction withthe AAR annual
meetingin Montreal. To attend either or both of the sessions of the the Polanyi Society annual meeting, itisnot
necessary toregister for the A AR meeting. For additional information about theAAR meeting, goto theAmerican
Academy of Religion Annual Meeting tie: http://www.aarweb.org/meetings/Annual_ M eeting/Current_M eeting/
default.asp . Thehotelsand roomsinwhich theannual meetingwill be heldwill beincludedinthe October 2009
issueof TAD andwill beposted, when avail able, with other information about theannual meeting onthe Polanyi
Soci ety web site (http://www.missouriwestern.edu/orgs/polanyi/). Details will alsobelistedintheAAR annual
meeting program.

Friday, 6 November 2009

9:00-11:00pm Panel: “Toward aPolanyian Science of the Virtues’
Walt Gulick, MontanaState University, Billings
Paul Lewis, Mercer University
DianeY eager, GeorgetownUniversity

Saturday, 7 November 2009

8:00t09:00am A Celebration of The Tacit Dimension Re-Publication
Light breakfast

Reflections on The Tacit Dimension
Phil Mullins, Missouri Western State University
Wally Mead, lllinois State University
9:15t010:10am “Of One Mind? Merleau-Ponty and Polanyi on the Reduction of Mind to
Body”
Florentien Verhage and Charles Lowney, Washington and L ee University
Response: David Rutledge, Furman University
10:20to11:15am “Isthe Pope Catholic? Polanyian Reflections on Continuity and Authority”
John Apczynski, St. Bonaventure University

Response: Joe Kroger, St. Michael’s College

11:15t011:30am Business Meeting



