Tradition & Discovery

The Polanyi Society Periodical

Volume XXXV Number 1 2008--2009
PIEFACE ..o et e et et sre e te e 2
NEWS AN NOLES ..ottt st sbe e b e s seesbeebesneenseeneeas 3
Fall and Winter 2008 Polanyi SOCiety M EEtiNGS.........cocereererierieneeeesee e 5
NOLESON CONLITDULOI'S ...ttt sttt eesreenae e 7
“Respect and Empathy in the Social ScienceWritingsof Michael Polanyi” ................ 8
WilliamK elleher
I nfor mation on Polanyi Society Electr onicDiSCUSSION LISt ......ccoovveereeiienieneeiesieene, 32
“Polanyi intheFaceof TranshumaniSm” ... e 33
R. P. Doede
“ Andrew Grosso on Polanyi asa Resour cefor Christian Theology” .........cccoceveenee 46
John Apczynski
“Re-Visiting Personal Being: A Response To Apczynski’SReview” .........cccceveeenenne 48
Andrew Grosso
REVIBIVS ...ttt et e bt e be et e sse e nb e et e e aeenbeeneesae e 50
DennisFord, The Search for Meaning: A Short History
Walter Gulick

LediePaul Thiele, The Heart of Judgment: Practical Wisdom, Neuroscience, and Narrative
Paul Lewis

Tony Clark, Divine Revelation and Human Practice: Responsive and | maginative Participation
David Nikkel



The Polanyi Society

General Editor-Tradition & Discovery

Phil Mullins

Missouri Western StateUniversity
St. Joseph, MO 64507
(816)271-4386 FAX (816)271-5987
mullins@missouriwestern.edu

Walter Mead, Board President
4 Kenyon Court

Bloomington, IL 61701-3320
wbmead@comcast.net

Martin X. Moleski, S.J., Board Secretary

Canisus College

Buffalo, NY 14208
(716)888-2383FAX (716)886-6506
mol eski @canisius.edu

JereMoorman, Board Treasur er
1020 Partrick Road

Napa, CA 94558
JEREMOOR@aol.com

Dale Cannon

Division of Humanities
Western Oregon University
Monmouth, OR 97361 USA
cannodw@wou.edu

David Rutledge

Department of Religion
Furman University
Greenville, SC 29613-6298
David.Rutledge@furman.edu

C. P. Goodman

Alpines, 2CliffeL ane/ Hathersage
HopeValley, Derbyshire S32 1DE UK
cpgoodman@lineone.net

Esther Meek
GenevaCollege

Beaver Falls, PA 15010
longingtoknow@gmail.com

RichardW.Moodey
GannonUniversity

109 University Square
Erie, PA 16541
moodey001@gannon.edu

ZhenhuaYu

Department of Philosophy
East ChinaNormal University
3663NorthZhongshan Rd.
Shanghai 200062, China
ecnuyu@hotmail.com

Tony Clark

Department of Religionand Humanities
FriendsUniversity

2100W. University St.

Wichita, KS67213

clarkto@friends.edu

© 2008 by the Polanyi Society
ISSN 1057-1027

Book Review Editor

Walter Gulick

Montana State University--Billings
Billings, MT 59101

(406) 657-2904
WGulick@msubillings.edu

AssociateEditor/Board of Directors
Paul Lewis

Mercer University

Macon, GA 31207

(478)301-4166

lewis_pa@mercer.edu

Preface

Bill Kelleher’ sessay “ Respect and Empathy inthe Social Science
Writingsof Michael Polanyi” isaninteresting reading of Polanyi’ sthought
intermsof what might betermed abi ol ogically-groundedethic. R. P. Doede's
“Polanyi in the Face of Transhumanism” applies Polanyi’s ideas to the
emerging body of thought termed “ transhumanism,” which appearsto bea
new dressfor Enlightenment utopianism. Bothessayswereoriginally papers
delivered at theJune2008 L oyolaUniversity conferenceat whichabout forty
participants celebrated the fiftieth anniversary of the publication of Per-
sonal Knowledge. There is also in this issue an exchange between John
Apczynski and Andrew Grosso focused around Grosso's recent book
Personal Being which explores uses of Polanyi asaresource for Christian
theology. Therearereviewsby Walter Gulick, Paul Lewisand David Nikkel.
The Nikkel’s review treats Tony Clark’s Divine Revelation and Human
Response. Thisis one of the two books to be discussed at sessions of the
Polanyi Society annual meeting on October 31 and November 1, 2008 in
Chicago (see page 5 for meeting details). The other session focuses on Phil
Rolnick’sPerson, Grace, and God. Y ouwill also find (pages 6 and 7) the
schedule and paper abstractsfor another Polanyi Society meetingtobeheld
in Philadelphia on December 28, 2008 in conjunction with the Eastern
Division meeting of the American Philosophical Association. Robert Innis,
Walter Gulick, Vincent Col apietro, RonHall,Michael Raposa, CharlesL owney
and Drew L eder aretheprincipal sinthesession. TheL oyolaconferenceand
themeetingsinconjunctionwiththe A AR and APA make2008 abanner year
for the Polanyi Society. Please noticetheinserted pagerequesting duesand
contributions to the Society. This is especially important since a few
unexpected expenses for the Loyola conference forced the Society to dip
deeply into our operating funds. Noticealsotheseveral itemsin“Newsand
Notes.” There is now available a specia Polanyi issue of The Palitical
Science Reviewer. Much of the material on which Meaning was based has
recently been published in Polanyiana. At the upcoming Chicago annual
meeting, theBoard of DirectorsisputtingforthaBy-L aw changethat should
make addressing the business affairs of the Society more efficient.

Phil Mullins

Tradition and Discovery isindexed selectively in The Philosopher’s
Index and Religious and Theological Abstracts and isincluded in the

EBSCO online database of academic and research journals.
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NEWSAND NOTES

Y uZhenhua sessay “EmbodimentinPolanyi’ sTheory
of Tacit Knowing” wasrecently publishedin Philoso-
phyToday, Vol.52, No.2 (Summer 2008): 126-135).

Polanyi Symposium in the 2008 | ssue of
The Political Science Reviewer

The current annual - 2008 - issue of The Political
Science Reviewer, devotes some 240 pagesto asym-
posiumontheinsightsof Michael Polanyi. Six Polanyian
scholars - Dale Cannon, Tony Clark, Walter Gulick,
Paul Lewis, Mark Mitchell, and Diane Y eager - have
authored essaysfor thismajor journalistic symposium,
describing Polanyi’ s numerous contributions to epis-
temol ogy, theol ogy, and palitical economy. Phil Mullins
provides a comprehensive and in-depth review and
assessment of six major secondary sourceson Polanyi
asauseful guide to those approaching Polanyi for the
first time. Walter Mead writes an introduction to this
collection.

For those who do not subscribe to this journal, indi-
vidual copies of this 312 page issue (Vol. 37) can be
obtained for $10 plus $2 postage (slightly more for
mailingoutsidetheU.S.) by phoning (800)526-7022, or
faxing (302)652-1760, or postal mailingtheir requestto
TheManaging Editor, ThePalitical ScienceReviewer,
3901 CentervilleRoad, P.O. Box 4431, Wilmington, DE
19807.

Poteat Archive

Wally Mead ispresently makinginquiriesto createan
archiveforlettersand papersrelatingtothelateWilliam
Poteat, former Duke professor and mentor of many in
the Polanyi Society. If you have any letters, papers,
and/or class notes from your relationship with Bill
Poteat that would be of archival value, pleaseinform
Wally whether you are willing to contribute these, or
copies of these, to the collection and, if so, approxi-

mately how many of these. (It is necessary to advise
prospectivearchivist librarians of theamount of space
thetotal collectionwould likely require.) Also, if you
know of others Wally should contact for such materi-
als, pleaseinformhim. Finaly,if youarewillingtoassist
in the collecting and organizing of these materials,
pleaseinformhimat <wbmead@ilstu.edu>. Materials
should be mailed to Walter Mead, 4 Kenyon

Court, Bloomington, IL 61701.

Recent Issue of Polanyiana

Volume 15, Numbers1 & 2 (2006) of Polanyianaisan
Englishissuewhosepublicationwasnot notedin TAD
whenitcameout. Thefollowingfour articlesareinthe
issue: Struan Jacabs, “Polanyi’ s Pressagement of the
Incommensurability Concept” (5-20); R. T. Allen,“The
Cognitive Functions of Emotion” (21-40); Tihamér
Margutay, “ IndeterminaciesBy Polanyi” (41-55); and
Peter Coleman, “A Note On Michael Polanyi and the
Congressof Cultural Freedom” (56-64).

Additionally, thisissueof Polanyianaincludes“Mean-
ing, Lost and Gained,” which wasthe April and May
1969 six part serminar seriesgiven at he University of
Chicago and | ater repeated at the University of Texas,
Austin. The series concluded with several public lec-
turesknownunder thetitle“ Meaning, A Project.” This
materia wascombinedwith other Polanyi writinginthe
book Meaning by Harry Prosch and Polanyi.

Polanyi Society Travel Funds

For students and others requiring assistance
to attend the Society’ s meetings held in conjunction
withtheAAR andthe APA, Eastern Division, limited
funding may beavailable. Pleasedo apply althoughthe
travel fund resources were substantially reduced in
providing grants for the June 13-15, 2008 “Personal
KnowledgeAt Fifty” Conferenceat LoyolaUniversity,
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Chicago. Society membersareurgedtoinformworthy
candidates that this assistance is availabile. Those
interested in applying for thisfunding, aswell asthose
ableto assist in making thisfunding available, should
contact Walter M ead (wbmead@comcast.net) and see
theinformation on the Polanyi Society web site (http:/
/www.missouriwestern.edu/orgs/polanyi/). Anyone
interestedin contributingtothetravel fund should also
contact Walter Mead.

WWW Polanyi Resources

The Polanyi Society hasaWorld Wide Web
siteat http://www.missouriwestern.edu/orgs/polanyi .
Inadditiontoinformation about Polanyi Society mem-
bership and meetings, thesite containsthefollowing:
(2) digital archives containing al issues of Tradition
and Discoverysince1991; (2) acomprehensivelisting
of Tradition and Discovery authors, reviews and re-
viewers; (3) the history of Polanyi Society publica
tions, and information on locating early publications
not in the archive; (4) information on Appraisal and
Polanyiana, two sister journal swith special interestin
Polanyi's thought; (5) the “Guide to the Papers of
Michael Polanyi,” which provides an orientation to
archival material housed inthe Department of Special
Collections of the University of Chicago Library; (6)
photographsof Polanyi; (7) linkstoanumber of essays
by Polanyi as well as audio files for the McEnerney
L ectures(1962) and Polanyi’ sconversation with Carl
Rogers(1966).

Polanyi Society By-L aw Change

At the Saturday morning Business Mesting
of the Polanyi Society in Chicago November 2 (seep.
5), proposed changesin the Society By-Lawswill be
voted upon. The major changeis shifting the majority
of officia decisionmaking fromtheBusinessMesting
held in conjunction with the AAR to Board meetings
wherever they are held. The Business Meeting has
beenmainly attended by Board members, sothecurrent
arrangementisrather redundant and (becauseweoften
extend thediscussion timefor papers) hasinsufficient
durationfor thedeliberation needed. Other changesare
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relatively minor andinclude making the Editor of Tra-
ditionand Discovery anex-officiomember of theBoard
(rather than avoting Board member, at hisrequest) and
adjusting the definition of quorum. The proposed
changes will be posted for review on the Polanyi
Society websiteinearly October. Any Polanyi Society
member who has questions or comments about the
proposed changes, should contact Board President
Wally M ead (wbmead@comcast.net) or past President

Walt Gulick (WGulick@msubillings.edu).

Submissionsfor Publication

Articles, meeting notices and noteslikely to
be of interest to persons interested in the thought of
Michael Polanyi are welcomed. Review suggestions
and book reviews should be sent to Walter Gulick (see
addresses listed below). Manuscripts, notices and
notes should be sent to Phil Mullins. Manuscripts
should be double-spaced type with notes at the end,;
writers are encouraged to employ simple citations
within the text when possible. MLA or APA styleis
preferred. Because the journal serves English writers
across the world, we do not require anybody’ s “ stan-
dard English.” Abbreviatefrequently cited book titl es,
particularly books by Polanyi (e.g., Personal Knowl-
edge becomes PK). Shorter articles (10-15 pages) are
preferred, although longer manuscripts (20-24 pages)
will be considered. Consistency and clear writing are
expected. Manuscripts normally will be sent out for
blind review. Authors are expected to provide an
electronic copy asan e-mail attachment.

Phil Mullins

MWSU

St. Joseph, MO 64507

Phone: (816) 271-4386

Fax (816) 271-5680
mullins@missouriwestern.edu

Walter Gulick

MSU, Billings

Billings, MT 59101

Phone: (406) 657-2904

Fax (406) 657-2187
WGulick@msubillings.edu



2008 Polanyi Society M eetings

Annual M eetingWith Two Sessionsat theAmerican Academy of Religion

ThePolanyi Society will holditsannual meetinginconjunctionwiththeAAR, November 1-3, 2008 rather
thanin theweek before Thanksgiving, the period for the meeting for many years. To attend the Polanyi Society
annual meeting, itisnot necessary to register for the AAR meeting. For additional information about theAAR
meeting, goto http://www.aarweb.org/meetings/Annual_Meseting/Current_Meeting/Regl.pdf . Thehotelsand
roomsin which the annual meeting will beheld are included below and will be posted on the Polanyi Society
web site(http://www.missouriwestern.edu/orgs/polanyi/). Pleasecheck theAAR Program-At-A-Glancebookl et
available at the AAR Registration to assure that the rooms have not been changed. The response papers should
be available for downloading from the Polanyi Society web site around October 20, 2008. Asin past annual
meetings, formal response papers will be summarized rather than read in order to conserve time for general
discussion.

Friday, October 31, 9:00p.m.t011:00p.m.
ChicagoHilton Towers,PDR 3
A Symposium on Tony Clark’s Divine Revelation and Human Response (Session M31-419)
Reviews. ChrisKettler, FriendsUniversity
Walter Mead, Illinois State University
Response:  Tony Clark, Friends University
Open discussion
Saturday, November 1, 9:00a.m.to11:30a.m.
Palmer House,Har vard Room

A Symposium on Phil Rolnick’ s Person, Grace, and God (Session M1-115)

Reviews. Paul Lewis, Mercer University
Paul Gavrilyuk, University of St. Thomas

Response: Phil Rolnick, University of St. Thomas
Open Discussion

Business Meeting-Open to Polanyi Society members and others interested



American Philosophical Association
Abstracts of Polanyi Society Sessions

ThePolanyi Society i ssponsoring two sessi onsin conjunctionwith themeeting of theEastern Division
of the APA. Both Polanyi Society sessionswill beheld on December 28at theMarriott Downtownin Philadel phia,
1201 Market Street. Each of the paperswill be posted onthe Polanyi Soci ety website by early December. Room
assignments will be indicated on the website as well. Following are the abstracts and details of each session.

Session|: 9:00-11:00a.m.: Polanyi and L anger on Meaning

Robert Innis, University of Massachusetts, Lowell
Between Articulation and Symbolization: Framing Polanyi and Langer

Thispaper will examinetwo specific pointsof entry into, andtherel ationsbetween, thework of Michagl
Polanyi and SusanneLanger. Itwill showthat ‘ articulation’ and* symbolization’ arenot tobetakenintheexclusive
senseasexplicit and methodologically controlled processes of sense-giving but rather are operative at boththe
‘lower’ andthe* higher’ threshol ds of meaning-making. Such away of looking at therel ation between thesetwo
philosophical projects allows us to bring them into close relation with key figures in the classic American
pragmatist tradition, on the one hand, and with broad based attemptsto devel op anuanced science of mind, on
the other hand, that respects the results of empirical research.

Walter Gulick, MontanaState University Billings
Langer and Polanyi: Existential Meaning

A person experiences existential meaning when that person’s significant interests or concerns are
thought about or acted upon so that their aims or validating contexts (perhaps a purpose, value, community, or
sense of the sacred) are engaged in away that isfelt to matter. Polanyi and Langer understood that experiences
of existential meaningareembodied phenomenagroundedin evol utionary and psychol ogi cal processes, but that
they are also enculturated, symbolized experiences, having anormative dimension. In refusing to be put off by
charges of psychologism or lack of logical rigor, Polanyi and Langer have helped philosophy retain its
engagement with what is significant to people. This paper builds upon Langer’ s articul ation of the primacy of
felt action and Polanyi’s (and Prosch’s) taxonomy of meaning construction to explore the ways persons
experiencemeaninginlife.

Session Respondent: Vincent Colapietro, Penn State University

Sessionl1: 5:15-7:15 p.m.: Polanyi on Normative Thought and Action

Ronald L. Hall, Stetson University
Natural Normativity: Polanyi and/or Searle

Inthispaper | arguethat Michael Polanyi offersan ontology of normativity in nature that can be read
asneither areturnto Aristotelian teleology simpliciter, nor adenial of theintrinsic ontological status of natural
normativity. Infact, | arguethat Polanyi hasaview of natural normativity that isindeed ontologically intrinsic.
Toshowthisl comparePolanyi’ sview withthat of John Searle. | claimthat someinsightful distinctionsthat Searle
drawscanenlargeandclarify Polanyi’ sposition; at thesametimel claimthat theapplication of thesesameinsights
ultimately servesto sharpen abasic difference bgtween Polanyi and Searle regarding their respective views of



natural normativity. | conclude with some brief remarks on some of the implications of Polanyi’s ontology of
natural normativity for somecontemporary debatesbetweenreligionandscience. | claimthat Polanyi’ sontology
of intrinsic natural normativity i sindependent of any commitment totheism. | donot, however, claimthat Polanyi’'s
view isincompatiblewith theism. Inthisregard, the ontology of intrinsic natural normativity that | derivefrom
Polanyi offersaway between thetwo sidesof thecurrentimpasseontheissueof evolutionandintel ligent design.
Paper Respondent: Michael Raposa, Lehigh University

Charles Lowney, Washington and Lee University
From Science to Spirituality: A Polanyian Perspective on Moral Law and Virtue For Itself

Polanyi’ sanalysisof knowing asaskill dependent ontacit knowledge, hisappreciation of theheuristic
natureof thequestion and theemergenceof ananswer, and hisunderstanding of theintentional from-tostructure
of experienceapply tomoral knowledgeaswel | asscientificknowledge. Inthispaper, | usePolanyi’ sphilosophy
to addresstwo riddlesin moral philosophy: first, the very anti-K antian tension between the spirit and the l etter
of the law; second, the very Kantian ideathat virtue isto be donefor its own sake and not for the benefits that
it may produce. Showing how Polanyi’s philosophy addresses these paradoxes reveals that the good person
achieves away of being that answers questions inherent in the human condition. Furthermore, the Polanyian
framework hasthebenefit of unifying aspectsof Aristotelian, Kantian, Utilitarianandreligiousethicsinavibrant,
forward-focused synthesis.

Paper Respondent: Drew L eder, LoyolaCollegein Maryland

Notes on Contributors

JohnV.Apczynski (APCZY NSK @sbu.edu), Professor of Theol ogy at St. BonaventureUniversity, worksinthe
areaof contemporary religiousthought and isalong-time student of Polanyi’ sthought. Hisessay, “What Does
Paris Have To Do with Assisi?’ (in Finding Francis [Palgrave/Macmillan, forthcoming]), is a defense of
Bonaventure' stheological portrait of Francis.

Robert Doede (bobd@twu.ca) isan Associate Professor of Philosophy at Trinity Western University, Langley,
British Columbia, Canada. Hisessay " OnMind and Meaning“ appearedin TAD 20:2 (1993-94): 28-42.

Andrew Grosso (rector@trinityks.org) earned aPh. D. at Marquette University and currently Rector at Trinity
Episcopal Churchin Atchinson, KS.

William J. Kelleher (wjkellpro@aol.com) earned hisPh.D. inpalitical scienceat theUniversity of Cdifornia, Santa
Barbara(1984). Hisfieldsof specialty includepalitical theory, Americanpolitics, and publiclaw. Hisdissertation
was on Karl Marx’s axiology, or non-economic theory of value. He has worked as a free lance writer, legal
researcher, lecturerinpolitical science, and citizenshipteacherin LosAngeles. Hisfirst book, TheNew Election
Game (1987), isan examination of presidential election reforms, including Internet voting. His second book,
ProgressivelLogic(2005), examinestheprinciplesof val uethat American progressiveshavefoll owed throughout
their history.



