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Preface

Thisisaspecial issue of TAD devoted to discussion of the work
of Polanyi and itsconnection (and disconnection) with thework of Thomas
Kuhn. Thosewho havefollowed thisjournal over the yearsknow that this
topic has popped up again and again. Marty Moleski, thesurviving Polanyi
biographer, wrotethelead article (“ Polanyi vs. Kuhn: Worldviews Apart™)
and, after discussion with others, | invited Struan Jacobs, Aaron Milavec,
Dick Schmitt, and Maben Poirier to comment on Moleski’ sarticle and the
general topic of Polanyi and Kuhn. All of the commentors have long
pondered--and most have published essays here or el sewhere treating--the
topic.

L et me add only oneinteresting historical note that readers might
want to factor into therich discussion in thisissue, anotethat | gleanedin
arecent phoneconversationwith Richard Gelwick (1/14/07): ThomasKuhn
wasonthefaculty at theUniversity of Californnia, Berkeley, when Michael
Polanyi gavetheMcEnerney L ecturestherein February, 1962. Itispossible
that he attended these lectures. At the least, Gelwick reportsthat in either
later 1963 or early 1964 he had amost interesting lunch with Kuhnto talk
about Polanyi’'sideas. It wasalunch that extended to four hours.

Pleasepay special attentiontosomeof themateria inthefirst pages
of thisissue. Youwill find there minutes of the last official meeting of the
Polanyi Society, thefinancial report, aswell asthecall for papersfor the2007
annual meeting. Alsonoticein“Newsand Notes’ that thereisincluded the
first notice of two major Polanyi conferences, one at LoyolaUniversity in
ChicagoandtheatherinHungary at the Budapest University of Technology
and Economics. Therewill be additional information about theseimportant
upcoming 2008 events.

Phil Mullins

Tradition and Discovery isindexed selectively in The Philosopher’s
Index and Religious and Theological Abstracts and isincluded in the
EBSCO online database of academic and research journals.




NEWSAND NOTES

“Personal Knowledge at Fifty”:
2008 Polanyi Society Conference

Mark your calendar now to reserve June 13-15,
2008 for participation in aPolanyi Society sponsored
conference at Loyola University, Chicago. Personal
Knowledge was published in May, 1958 and this
conference will celebrate this event and provide an
opportunity to reappraise Michael Polanyi’smagnum
opusanditsphilosophical agendaintermsof develop-
mentsin philosophy, science and the globalization of
culture. A call for paperswill beposted onthe Polanyi
Society web site in the spring of 2007 and will be
included in the next issue of TAD (33:3 in July,
2007).The conference will be modeled on the 1991
and 2001 Polanyi Society conferences at Kent State
University and Loyola, Chicago. Therewill beafew
plenary speakersaswell asparallel sessionsinwhich
conference participants present and discuss papers
with othersinterested inthe session’ s particul ar topic.
Thiswill beaconferencethat buildsin many opportu-
nities for discussion as well as atrip for those inter-
ested to thearchival Polanyi Papers at the Regenstein
Library of the Univeristy of Chicago.

Marty Moleski, S.J. (mol eski @canisus.edu) and
Phil Mullins (mullins@missouriwestern.edu) are co-
chairs designated by the Polanyi Society Board of
Directorsto organizethisconference. Please send any
suggestions for the conference to Moleski and/or
Mullins. Although this event at Loyola should be a
modestly priced academic conference, it is clear that
the Polanyi Society will need to raise some dollarsto
support someconferenceel ements. Itisalsoimportant
to attract to this conference some younger scholars
withinterestinPolanyi. Particularly if you haveideas
about sources of support and ways to attract younger
scholars, send these along to Moleski and Mullins.

“Reconsidering Polanyi”:
2008 Conference of the Michael Polanyi
Liberal Philosophical Association

The Michael Polanyi Liberal Philosophical As-
sociation and the Department of Philosophy and
History of Science at the Budapest University of
Technology and Economics are sponsoring a confer-
ence in Budapest that will be held June 26-28, 2008.
The conference hasthetitle “ Reconsidering Polanyi”
andwill providean opportunity for scholarsto discuss
Polanyi’ sideasfrom many different perspectives. The
call for papersfor thisinternational conferencewill be
included in the July, 2007 issue of TAD. Proposals/
abstracts will be due by September, 2007. The
conference registration is 30 EUR. Accomodations
for conference participants will be available both on
campusat the Budapest University of Technology and
Economics and in nearby hotels. Benedek Lang (

conference@filozofiabme.hu), amember of the conference
planning committtee, can provideadditional informa-
tion about the conference if you need that before the
publication of the call for papers.

ElectronicDiscussionList

The Polanyi Society supports an electronic
discussion group that explores implications of the
thought of Michael Polanyi. Anyone interested
can join. To join yourself, go to the following
address: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/
polanyi_list/join. If you have difficulty, send an e-
mail to Doug Masini (masi ni @etsu.edu) and some-
one will see that you are added to the list.



Upcoming Appraisal Conference
“Macmurray and Polanyi:
Two Personalist Philosophers’

The annual SPCPS (Appraisal) confererence
scheduled for March 30 & 31 at Nottingham has been
cancelled. However SPCPSis spponsoring aone-day
conference jointly with the John Macmurray Fellow-
ship under the title, “Macmurray and Polanyi: Two
Personalist Philosophers’, on Saturday, March 3rd
(10.30-4.30) at the Friends' Meeting House, St Giles,
Oxford. For information contact Richard Allen at
rt.allen@ntlworld.com.

Patrick Novak presented a paper titled “A
Polanyian Understanding of the Colossian Parenesis’
in the “ Disputed Paulines’ section of the Society of
Biblical Literature annual meeting in Washington D.
C.inNovember, 2006. Hispaper arguedthat Polanyi’s
epistemology providesakey in understanding Paul’s
intent to form disciples through the Colossian
parenesis. Most work in Biblical Studies, character
ethics, and theology have examined the what of
parenetical material; this paper attemptsto show the
how. Novak reportsthat thoughafew in theaudience
were acquainted with Polanyi’ s name, few if any had
an understanding of his epistemology and how it
might be related tothediscussion of biblical material.

Struan Jacobs, “ T. S. Eliotand Michael Polanyi

onTraditioninLiteratureand Science,” TheDalhousie
Review, 86:3 (Autumn 2006): 373-388.
Abstract: T. S. Eliot and Michael Polanyi produced
important and influential theoriesof traditionintheir
respectivefieldsof literatureand science. Thisarticle
describes their theories with particular reference to
the concept of order, each man viewing tradition asan
indispensable condition of order in modern culture.
Similarities between the two theories of tradition are
noted.

Polanyi SocietyFinancial Statement
September 1, 2005 — August 31, 2006

Beginning Bal. Checking $1685.25
Income
Membership dues, $3100.00
gifts
Expenses
Annual meeting $200.00

TAD (31, #3+32, #1)-$1417.55

TAD (32, #2) $998.96

Annual meeting $ 145.00
Total expenses $2761.51
Y ear End Checking $2023.74
Beginning Bal. Savings $2394.33
Income

Interest $18.11

Gift (for travel) $300.00
Expenses -0-

Y ear End Savings
$2712.44

John V. Apczynski,
Treasurer



Minutes of Polanyi Society Annual Meeing of November 18, 2006
1. The meeting was called to order at 11:25 AM by President Walt Gulick.
2. The slate of hominees proposed by the Board were el ected unanimously:

Wally Mead as President

Marty Moleski renominated to the Board and continuing as Secretary
Jere Moorman as Treasurer

Esther Meek renominated to the Board

Tony Clark nominated as member of the Board

Dick Moody nominated as member of the Board

Zhenhua Y u nominated as member of the Board

Paul Lewis continuing as Vice-President

3. Gulick expressed thanks to those leaving and to those joining the Board.

4. The floor was opened to discussion of topics for next year’s Annual Meeting in San Diego:

— Invite Bill Coulson to participate; heisalongtime leader of aPolanyi study group in San Diego, co-author
of Man and the Science of Man with Carl Rogers, and co-editor of the Studiesof the Person textbook serieswith
Rogers.

— Polanyi and Missiology

— Invite Durwood Foster to discuss the connection betwen Tillich and Polanyi, emphasizing Tillich’sarticle
which he suggested to Polanyi as esspecialy helpful, “Participation and Knowledge and Consultation:
Problems of an Ontology of Cognition.”

--Research being done on Polanyi by those receiving Travel Fellowship to attend the Annual Meeting.

5. The question was raised about having more sessions and/or a different schedule for next year.

— Dinner at the hotel, then the open Polanyi Society meeting? A “box lunch” for dinner—simple, inexpensive,
adequate, unobtrusive?

— How best to arrange the time for the board meeting? It has been before the Friday session the last few
years, but this causes problemswith timing. Perhaps meal times should be protected for convivial discussion,
not business. Meals are also an important time to get to know young scholars. Perhaps the board could meet
at 6:00 PM, with alight meal or “box lunch” afterward.

— Saturday and Sunday morning meetings instead of Friday night and Saturday morning?

— An additional meeting on Friday afternoon?



6. Thequestionwasraised astowhether dues should beincreased and perhaps should includearatefor retired
persons and a listing of those individuals who contribute more than the regular rate. The Board will work on
and refine a new dues schedule.

7. Mead reported on his efforts to have The Tacit Dimension reprinted by Eerdman’s or Wipf and Stock.

8 Mullinsreported thereisnow availableon the Polanyi Society web siteadownloadableaudiofile of the 1966
Polanyi-Rogers dialog. Thereisalso atext file of this dialog posted on the site.

9. Downloadable copies of current issues of TAD are posted at the sametime the paper editions are published.
Mullinsreportedthat therearecurrently about 50 personsacrossthewrold who receivee-mail notificationwhen
anew electronic version of TAD has been posted. Members are invited to send e-mail addressesto Mullins of
anyone who might be interested in receiving notice about the posting of anew TAD issue. Mullins suggested
that eventually the Society may, for economic reasons, consider publishing only aweb version of TAD.

10. It was suggested that the responsesto papers presented at the Annual Meeting continue to be posted on the
electronic discussion list.

11. Dale Cannon reported that there are six members working on a Polanyi Reader. It may be ready for
publication by the spring of 2007.

12. Wally Mead expressed appreciationto LeilaKeesfor housing and transporting several Society members
and recipients of the Travel Fund, and urged the Board to thank her officialy.

13. Thejob of managing the Travel Fund will continueto be handled by Wally Mead. Hewill set up aseparate
account to deposit funds and disburse them.

14. Ann Herbert Scott’ s generous donation of $7513.68 to create afund in honor of her late husband, William
Taussig Scott, was noted with gratitude. Richard Gelwick and Phil Mullinsin consultation with her and the
Board are to develop criteriafor using this donation.

15. Work on aTempleton grant isin limbo until such time that the Polanyi Reader might be available for use.
16. In his farewell Presidential remarks, Walt Gulick noted his gratitude to the financial angels who have
supported the Society in recent years, especially Jere Moorman and Wally Mead, and thanked David Rutledge
for al of his support during the years that Gulick acted as President of the Society.

Respectfully submitted,

Martin X. Moleski, SJ



2007 Polanyi Society Annual M eeting

Call for Papers

San Diegowill bethesitefor thisyear’ sannual meeting of the Polanyi Society. Asusual, wewill have
sessionson Friday and Saturday, November 17 and 18, but our format will be somewhat different thisyear. The
Polanyi Society isnow an official “ Related Scholarly Organization” of the American Academy of Religion, and
our sessionswill belisted as part of theregular program of the AAR in addition to being separately listed. This
year weareplanningto havean additional meeting on Friday afternoon, and weanticipatethat the AARwill grant
us space as they aways have.

The first session is planned for Friday afternoon from 3:00 to 5:00 and will focus on Polanyi’s
understanding of the person. The thematic paper for this session will be presented by William Coulsonand is
entitled “ On Having Misread Polanyi’s Theory of Personal Knowledge.” Coulson isthe co-editor with Carl
Rogers of Man and the Science of Man, (1968) which features two papers by Polanyi plus contributions from
Rogers, Jacob Bronowski and others. Thedial ogue between Rogersand Polanyi from thisbook isnow available
onthePolanyi Society web siteasboth an downloadableaudiofileand atext file. Weare seeking to co-sponsor
this session with the Person, Culture, and Religion Group. Thecall isfor respondentsto Coul son’ s paper who
may al sowishto offer constructivework in aPolanyiantheory of theperson. Presumably if the Person, Culture,
and Religion Group agrees to co-sponsor the session, they would provide one respondent and the Polanyi
Society the other; if the session is not jointly sponsored, there may be more than one formal response from a
Polanyi Society member..

A second session will be offered Friday night. Paper proposals are solicited for this session on any
topic relevant to the ongoing work of the Polanyi Society. Special interest hasbeen expressed for work dealing
withaPol anyian perspectiveon cognitiveneuropsychol ogy, and thiswoul d presumably complement Coulson’ s
emphasis on humanistic psychology.

Our sessionfrom 9:00to 11:30 Saturday morning will featuretheol ogian Durwood Foster’ sreflections
on Paul Tillich’ slittleknown 1955 paper entitled “ Participation and Knowledge and Cognition: Problemsof an
Ontology of Cognition.” Intheir dialogin 1963, Tillich suggestedto Polanyi that hemight find muchthatisuseful
inthispaper. The paper will soon be available onthe Polanyi Society web site. We have offered to co-sponsor
this session with the North American Tillich Society. Again, we will need either one or two respondents
depending whether the NATS accepts our offer. Assoon asinformation isavailable about whether one or two
of thisyear’s annual meeting session will be co-sponsored it will be posted on the Polanyi Society web site.

Review of proposalswill beginMonday, April 2, but early submissionsareappreciated. Proposalsfor
serving as arespondent should not only briefly indicate the rel evant background and interests that qualify the
individual to respond, but also describe any constructive interests that the respondent might hope to develop.
Proposals dealing with cognitive neuropsychol ogy or other topicsfor the second on should ideally be 300
to 500 words long, but full-length papers are also welcomed. Send proposals to Walter Gulick,
waulick@msubillings.edu (phone406 657-2904).




