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Preface

Someissuesof TAD includeprimarily articleswiththeol ogical interests
while others include more philosophically oriented essays; some issues are
neither predominantly theol ogical nor philosophical, but aremuch moreeclectic,
with articlestouching on subjects such asliterary and political theory. Therich
pluralism of contemporary scholarship supported by Polanyi’s thought is
certainly areflection of the diversity of Polanyi’s own interests. Although it
sometimes causes problems in proudly disciplinary enclaves, | believe it is
important to continuetorepresentin TAD therangeof scholarly interestsinspired
by Polanyi.

Thisissueincludesmaterial that isprimarily theol ogical in orientation.
It has a double focus. First, there are three pieces which treat the Christian
theol ogianand moral philosopher H. Richard Niebuhr, afigure,inNorth American
Polanyi circles, frequently linkedto Polanyi. Polanyi Society member R.Melvin
K eiser haswritten aninteresting second book on Niebuhr whichled meto solicit
areview essay from Charles S. McCoy, aso a Niebuhr student and scholar, a
Polanyian, and afigure perhaps more than any other who has brought together
Niebuhrianand Polanyianthemes. K eiser kindly agreedtorespond (“McCoy on
Keiser' sNiebuhr” toMcCoy’ sreview essay (“ K eiser’ sPost-Critical Niebuhr”).
My ownessay (“ Historical and Textua NotesonH. Richard Niebuhr and Michael
Polanyi”) really isjust atuned up version of aset of notes| began gathering five
yearsago as| tried to determine the historical connection between Polanyi and
Niebuhr and to trace the references to Polanyi made in Niebuhr’ swriting.

The second focus in not a new topic but it has been newly discussed
in Colin Weightman's recent book, Theology in a Polanyian Universe: The
Theology of Thomas Torrance. What Weightman doesisanayzeboth Polanyi's
and Torrance's writing about religion. Since John Apczynski was one of the
original essayistsinthe1982 specia Zygonissueon Polanyi andreligionand has,
aswell, writtenabout Harry Prosch’ sinterpretation of Polanyi onreligion, | asked
John to do a review essay on Weightman's book (“Torrance on Polanyi and
Polanyi on God: Commentson Weightman'sCriticisms”). Weightman kindly
agreed to respond (“Polanyi and Mathematics, Torrance and Philosophy of
Science”) to John's incisive and insightful essay. What we have in these
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companion pieces is another stimulating round of the discussion going on for the past fifteen or so years about how
to read Polanyi’ s understanding of religion and religious knowledge.

Please note that you have a subscription renewal noticeinserted asaflyer inthisissue. The Polanyi Society
does have afew expenses and remains solvent only if members pay our modest dues. The subscription cycle always
commencesintheFall. Any questionsabout dues should be directed to merather than Richard Gelwick sincel now
have the records.

ThePolanyi Society now hasaWorld WideWeb pagedescribed bel ow with much useful information. | hope
that many peopletake alook at thisfledgling WWW effort and provide feedback to me (mullins@griffon.mwsc.edu)
about how to expand andimprovethesite. Clearly, itisincreasingly important to provideel ectronic resourceson Polanyi
and Polanyian scholarship.

Theannual Polanyi Soci ety Fall meetingsarecomingup November 21 and 22, 1997, in San Francisco. Forthose
whocangetto San Franciscoearly, therewill bea7:00 p.m.dinner on November 21 honoring CharlesS. McCoy, afigure
who, likeWilliam Poteat (honored by the Polanyi Society inits 1993 meeting) hasintroduced generationsof students
toPolanyi’ swritings. Followingthebanquet, therewill bealate Friday night (9 p.m.-11 p.m.) session onthe thought
of McCoy. The panel will includefour former McCoy students. Marty Mol eski hasal so put together agood Saturday
morningsessionwithtwoadditional papers. Seetheprogram description (p. 4), Newsand Notes(p. 5) and theenclosed
flyer for detail s about these meetings. Please pay careful attention to the detail s about banquet reservations and how
to acquire pre-circulated papers (there are some changes this year).

Phil Mullins
Polanyi Society WWW Materials

The Polanyi Society now has ahome page on the World Wide Web located at the following URL :
http:/mww.mwsc.edu/~polanyi/. Likeeverything el seonWWW, thissiteis* under construction.” Partsof theexisting
structure will be expanded and reorganized in the future. Bibliographic resources will, for example, eventually be
included here. Suggestions and criticismsareinvited and should be sent to Phil Mullins at the e-mail addresslisted
at the site. Thefollowing topics are the basic framework for the home page:

* ¢ Polanyi Society Membership, Meetings, and Electronic Discussion List
¢ ¢ Tradition & Discovery: The Polanyi Society Periodical

i PublicationInformation

i History of Polanyi Society Publications. Thisincludesalisting of issues by date and volume.
For recent issues, tables of contents are included.

i Author Index for 1990-1997

i L ocating Early Publications

¢ ¢ Other Journalswith Special Interest in the Thought of Michael Polanyi
¢+  Guide To The Papers Of Michael Polanyi
¢+ Photographs of Michael Polanyi



Upcoming Polanyi Society M eeting

ThePolanyi Society will havethree sessionson November 21 and 22, 1997at itsmeeting held in conjunction
withthisyear'sAmerican Academy of Religion/Society for Biblical Literatureannual meeting. Thetworegular sessions
will beinthe San Francisco Hilton (333 O'Farrell St.). A special banquet honoring Charles S. McCoy will precedethe
first regular session and will be held in the Edward Hopper Room of the nearby Maxwell Hotel (386 Geary St.).

Asinpast years, papersin regular sessionswill not be read; presentationswill be limited, with thefocuson
discussion. Papersfor Sessionsl| and |11 will beavailablefor review nolater thanearly November. Y oumay havepapers
mailedtoyoufor anominal charge($7). Severa of thosewho regularly attend Polanyi Society meetingsrely uponthe
coordinator tomail paperswithout arequest; thispracticehas, however, becomeamessy oneandwill bediscontinued.
Contact Marty Mol eski for copiesof papers: mol eski @canisi su.edu, fax 716-886-6506, tel ephone: (716) 888-2383, U.S.
Mail: 2001 Main Street, Buffalo, New Y ork, 14208. Paper swill beposted onthePolanyi Society WWW site(http://
www.mwsc.edu/~polanyi); they canbeprinted dir ectly fromthesiteat nocost. They shouldbeavailablethereby early
November, if not before.

Session|--Friday, November 21, 1997 7:00-8:15p.m. Edward Hopper Room, Maxwell Hotel (386 Geary St.)
Banquet Honoring Charles S. McCoy

Richard Gelwick: Master of Ceremonies

(Seefurther information on page 5 and inserted reservation flyer)

Session||--Friday, November 21,1997, 9:00-11:00p.m.in Continenta 1, SFHilton (333 O0'Farrell St)
Special Topic: Charles S. McCoy's Post Critical Theology

Panelists: Phil Mullins, Richard Gelwick, Phil Rolnick, Doug Adams

Respondent: CharlesS. McCoy

Sessionl I 1--Saturday, November 22,1997, 9:00-11:30a.m.inUnion Square 11, SFHilton
LousH. Swartz, “ Implicit Knowledge (Tacit Knowing), Connoisseurship, and the Common Law Tradition”

Respondent: | ra Peak

Andy F. Sanders, “ Dogmatism, Fallibilismand Truth”

Respondent: DaleCannon



NEWSAND NOTES

Banquet Honoring CharlesS. M cCoy

For over thirty years, Charles S. McCoy intro-
duced generations of students to the thought of Michael
Polanyi at Pacific School of Religion and the Graduate
Theological Union, Berkeley. McCoy's own writing in
Christian theology and ethics incorporates and devel ops
somemajor Polanyian themes. The 1997 Polanyi Society
meeting honorsM cCoy with bothabanquet and asession
featuring apanel of former studentsdiscussing hiswork
(seethedescription of Session |1 onpage4). Membersof
the Polanyi Society, their guests and others who know
McCoy areinvited to attend the banquet at 7:00 p.m. on
Friday, November 21, 1997 inthe Edward Hopper Room of
theMaxwell Hotel (386 Geary St.) whichisabout ablock
fromthe AAR/SBL host hotel, the San Francicso Hilton.
If you can come, bring a story about Charles McCoy.

Reservations with accompanying payment must be sent
to Phil Mullinsby November 5, 1997. Dinners, inclusiveof
tax and gratuity are$30. Beverageswill beavailableatthe
bar. M enu choicesand instructionsfor check or credit
payment ar eenclosed on aflyer.

Hotel reservations for anyone attending the Polanyi So-
ciety banquet honoring Charles S. McCoy (and other
AAR/SBL meetings) are available at the Maxwell Hotel
(386 Geary). TheMaxwell isarecently renovated,smaller
hotel near other AAR/SBL hotelsintheUnion Squarearea.
The rate for a room with two beds is $99.00/night (an
additional roll-a-way is$10.00/night). Thisisthespecia
AAR/SBL rate. If youwanttostay attheMaxwell, reserve
directly withthem (rather thanthrough the AAR housing
procedure); advise the hotel that your stay isin conjunc-
tion with the Polanyi Society banquet. For reservations,
cdltoll free888-734-6299.

There Wil be a weekend conference, sponsored by Ap-
praisal, titled“ Michael Polanyi Today” on April 17thand
18th of 1998 at HallamHall, University of Sheffield, UK.
Bed and breakfast accomodations are available.Pro rata
terms are available for those who cannot attend every
sessionand for non-residents. Papers, which donot have
to be narrowly focused on Polanyi, areinvited. Forward
proposalsandinquiriestoRichard Allen, Editor, Appriasal,
20Ulverscroft Rd., Loughborough, Leich. LE113PU, En-
gland or write Allen at his e-mail address
(Richard_Allen_21@compuserve.com).

Elizabeth Newman recently published “Theology and
ScienceWithout Dualism” inthe Center for Theol ogy and
theNatural SciencesBulletin(17:1(Winter 1997): 15-23);
her essay makes use of Polanyi and Poteat and grew out
of apaper presentedtothe” Theol ogy and Science Group”
at the 1996 Annual Meeting of the AAR/SBL.

David Rutledge received an award for a course titled
“Naturein Scientific and Religious Perspective’ that he
developed for Furman and submitted to the Templeton
Foundationannual competition. David hasparticipatedin
some recent workshops on teaching science and religion
issues sponsored by the Templeton Foundation; he re-
ports that these have been very insightful. If youwould
likeadditional information about the Templ eton Founda-
tionprogram, contact Rutledgeat Department of Religion,
FurmanUniversity, Greenville, SC29613-1474 (fax:803-
294-3001, e-mail: rutledge _david/furman@furman.edu).



