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Preface

Thisisan issue of TAD which can be thought of as having somewhat of
a practical bent. Aaron Milavec's essay, “ Religious Pedagogy From Tender to
Twilight Years’ wasa 1996 paper which provoked alively discussion at thePolanyi
Society meeting held in conjunction with the annual meeting of the American
Academy of Religion. Milavec contendsthat Polanyi'swriting reflectsthat he did
not very adequately understand how religion, and particularly Christianity,
functioned in asocial and cultural context. In Milavec'sview, however, the seeds
of a much richer account of the religious enterprise are available if one takes
seriously Polanyi'sdiscussion of thetransmission and transformation of scientific
traditions and applies these to religious communities. Milavec offers seven theses
which he regards as a Polanyian re-visioning of religious pedagogy.

Paul Lewistakesalook at theHuman Genomel nitiative and some of the
discussion about the ambiguous potential of the project in hisarticle “Polanyian
Reflections on Embodiment, the Human Genome Initiative and Theological
Anthropology.” He suggests that richer philosophical and theological notions of
the body could provideanew kind of depth to Genomediscussions. Lewistriesto
open a cross-disciplinary dialog showing both how the Initiative raises questions
for theologians, but also how philosophical and theological discussions provide
good questionsfor theproject. Hedrawsinto hisreflectionson embodiment some
ideas from Polanyi and feminist thought, but also introduces discussions of
theological anthropology and the body put forward by several theologians.

You will find in this issue notes about several new Polanyi-related
publicationsaswell asbrief commentson somePolanyi Society members. On page
four, thereisthe call for paper proposalsfor the November 1997 Polanyi Society
meeting which will occur thisyear in San Francisco; therewill be moreabout this
meeting in future issues.

There arefive reviewsthistime around. Two reviewed books focus on
art andreligion and arewritten by a scholar who makes much use of Polanyi, Doug
Adams. Drusilla Scott's out of print primer on Polanyi's thought, Everyman
Revived, has recently been reissued by Eerdman and isreviewed here. Thereisa
review also of thelate Ted Moss final book which attemptsto expand Polanyi's
ideas about tacit knowing to provide a fuller understanding of consciousness.
Finally, Walter Gulick provides a review of Lee Congdon's Exile and Social
Thought: Hungarian Intellectualsin Germany and Austria, 1919-1933 which sheds
light on the social milieu out of which Michael Polanyi's thought grew.

Phil Mullins

Tradition and Discovery isindexed selectivelyin The
Philosopher’sIndex and Religion One: Periodicals. Book
reviews areindexedin Indexto Book Reviews in Religion.




NEWSAND NOTES

The October 1996, second issue of the new journal Ap-
praisal (1SSN 1358-3336), editedby R. T. Allen, hasnow
been published. Thisissueisfocused upona reappraisal
of thethought of John Macmurray. Included, however, is
Julian Ward'sreview of R. T. Allen's Transcendence
and Immanence in the Philosophy of Michael Polanyi
and Christian Theism as well as R. T. Allen's own
working paper “Some Notes on Polanyi's Economics.”
Appraisal isavailableat anannual individual subscription
rate of £9 per year. ChecksshouldbesenttoR. T. Allen,
20Ulverscroft Road, L oughborough, L E11 3PU, England.
Allencanasobereached by fax (01509215438) ande-mail
(101625.3010@compuserve.com).

A new Englishissue(Vol. 5, No. 1/1996) of Polanyiana:
The Periodical of theMichael Polanyi Liberal Philo-
sophical Association has recently been published in
Budapest. Itincludesthefollowing: R.T.Allen,“Beyond
Liberalism”; Mérta Fehér, “Science and Liberalism”;
Richard Gelwick, “TheCallingof BeingHuman”; Endre
J. Nagy, “After Brotherhood's Golden Age: Karl and
Michael Polanyi” ; Paul Nagy, “ Philosophy inaDifferent
Voice: Michael Polanyi on Liberty and Liberalism”; Eva
Gabor, “A Kozépeurdpai Liberdlis FilozéfiaTradicigja
(withSummary inEnglish)” . Forinformationonsubscrip-
tion, fax EvaGabor, President of MPLPA, at (36-1) 463-
1042,

A conference on “Fundamental Beliefs and Presupposi-
tions" will beheld March 15, 1997 at Regents Park Theo-
logical College. Included arethefollowing four paperson
Polanyi'sthought: R. J. Brownhill, “ Polanyi and Interpre-
tativeFrameworks’; M artin M oleski, “ Polanyi'sVisionof
the Moral Foundations of Scientific Revolutions’; John
Preston, “Polanyi and Feyerabend” and Julian Ward,
“Polanyi'sOntological Hierarchy Interested partiesshould
writetoR. T. Allen (seeabove) for additional information.

James Stodder organized a panel discussion on Karl

POl anyi at the American Economic Associalion conven-
tionin New Orleans on January 4, 1997; it was co-spon-
sored by the A ssoci ation for Comparative Economic Stud-
iesand the Association for Social Economics. Although
thetopi cwashot ontheformal agenda, panelistsincluded
some scholars interested in the relationship between
Michael and Karl Polanyi.

Edwar d (T ed) M oss, whowasaffiliated withtheformer UK
Polanyi group Conviviumdied April 1,1995. Mosswasa
third generation diplomat and civil servant who ended his
career asUnder-Secretary tothe University Grants Com-
mittee. After heretired, hetook aPh. D. inpsychology at
the University of Surrey and founded, with hiswife, the
Emmaus Counseling Service. Mosswrote or edited sev-
eral volumes latein hislife: Firefrom aFlint (a 1986
anthology of the work of William Law, jointly edited),
SeeingM an Whole(1989--reviewedinTAD 17:1& 2: 51-
54), GrowingintoFreedom (1993), and TheGrammar of
Consciousness (1995), hisfinal work (which makesthe
most extensive use of Polanyi), reviewed in thisissue.

The 20th World Congress of Philosophy will be held
August10-16, 1998, Boston, M assachusetts; thethemeis:
Paideia:Philosophy Educating Humanity. There is an
opportunity for the Polanyi Society to hold ameeting in
conjunctionwiththeother meetings. Further, thereisacall
for papersinall of thegeneral philosophical categories. If
youareinterestedinthismeeting, pleasecontact: Richard
Gdwick(e-mail: RGdwick@VAILBOX.UNE.EDUorMedi-
cal College, University of New England, Biddeford, ME
04005). The Society reservation must be in by August,
1997, and contributed papersby September, 1997.

Thanksto David Rutledgewho endshistermasConvener
of the annual Polanyi Society meeting at the American
Academy of Religion; thankstoM ar ty M oleski, S.J.who
begins his term as the new organizer of this gathering.
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Polanyi Society Meeting Call for Papers

ThePolanyi Society will host two sessionsinitsannual gathering prior totheNovember, 1997 annual meeting
of the American Academy of Religion/Society of Biblical Literaturein San Francisco.

On Friday, November 21, wewill meet to honor Charles S. McCoy, Professor Emeritusat Pacific School of
Religion, Berkeley. For thirty years, McCoy introduced generations of seminary and graduate studentsto theideas
of Michael Polanyi. A panel is being assembled to discuss both McCoy's interpretation of Polanyi and McCoy's
contributionsto theology, ethicsand other areas. To accommodate those with lateflights, thissession will likely be
heldfrom9to11p.m.attheAAR/SBL host hotel. Anearlier eveninginformal dinner gatheringwill bearrangedfor those
interested and available. Additional information on Friday evening sessionswill bein afuture TAD.

Wehavenot narrowed thefocusfor thesession on Saturday, November 22. InNew Orleans, peopleexpressed
an interest in discussing how to teach Polanyi and how to teach in a Polanyian style; this topic could be addressed,
in part, by papersinasessioninthe AAR Academic Study and Teaching of Religion meeting section (seethe AAR
Call for Papers). Ron Hall's 1996 presentation on the “Primacy of the Explicit” led to questions about other
contradictions, inconsistencies, lacunae or incongruities in Polanyi’s texts. Others suggested that it would be of
interest tol ook at practical applicationsof Polanyi inbusinessandsociety. Lastly, thereistheperennial topicof “ Polanyi
and. . .": Habermas, Whitehead, etc. We' re opento proposal swith further suggestionsor refinementsin thesetopics.

Many thanksto David Rutledgefor hisyearsof serviceasour coordinator. Thewelfareof thePolanyi Society
dependsupon your tacit awareness of what mattersmost and your personal commitment to write something excellent
for us to consider in San Francisco. Please send comments and proposals to the address below; see you in San
Francisco!

Martin X. Moleski, SJ
Department of Religious Studies
CanisiusCollege
Buffao,New Y ork 14208
Te:(716)888-2383

FAX: (716)886-6506

mol eski @canisius.edu



