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Creetings:

The nev format and name that appears with this

Issue of the Suciety's Mews Bulletin represents the
reneved conmitment of Polanyi scholars who have

been members of the former “Society of Explorers”,

to press forward with their cooperation and rvesearch
relative to the 1ssues inherent in the thought of
Michael Polanyi. .

The new symbols are supported by a re-organization of
the Society's recent East Coast Conference,

This issue of the Bulletin {s devoted to a report of
that Conference and the decisions that vere made

in the business meeting that was held fn conjunction
with the Conference,
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1. Conference Papers

The first day of the Conference was devoted to discussions ceﬁterlng3'.
around four papers that explored some of the "Uses of Polanyi”. The
papers had been written and sent out to conference participants fn adva

Samuel D, Watson, University of lorth Carolina, opened the Conference w
a spirited discussion of his paper on “Polanyi‘'s Place in the Tradition
of Rhatoric”. The thests of the paper 1s ". .-, :-that Polanyi is squarely
in the tradition of rhetorical theory, both in 1ts contemporary: ambititon
and in 1ts classtcal background.™ [ o

Maxine Greene, Teachers College, Columbia Untversity, presented the seco
paper in the serfes on the "Uses of Polanyi". Hler paper concen

Tacit Knowing as Pedegogical Framework®. Ms Greene sought to
common themes in the work of Maurice Merleav-Ponty, John: Devey
Polanyi in an effort to speak to the dichotomy between:the “humanis
and the "behaviorists" in current educational thought. i -

derry Gill, Eckert College, led the Conference in a third round
cussions on his paper, "On Knowing the Dancer from the Dance",
paper demonstrated the uses of Polanyi for moving beyond the
models for understanding meaning. in the arts. :

The final discusston on the “Uses of Polany-* was: Ved by Doug A
Smithsontan Fellow, The discussion revolved around: a paper an
presentation on "Ironies in Jasper Johns' Painting: Parallels to
Hittgenstein and Polanyi®. The thesis of the paper 1s that "
doing with the abstract expression/pop dichotomy in: art what Pol
doina with the subjective/objective dichotomy and:the:mind/body
in epistemology”. E e

The second round of discussions focused on the neneral subjec
relation of Polanyi to other philosophers. The first discuss
series was led by Gene Reeves, Wilberforce University; wio
"Polanyt and Popper: A Conjunction?" proposed the: theory that
thesis of Polanyl and the central thesis of Popper need each

Joseph Kroger folloved with a discussion of his paper on
Lonergan”, The purpose of the paper is ¥, . . to explore
of Polanyl's and Lonergan's cojnitional theories in nenerd
notions of scientific methed {a particular".. ‘Xroger: argue
significant differences Polenyi and Lonersan "are fn funda
In their accounts of the nuture of the cognitive act {what
discovery’ and Lonergan *insight')*. i .

A final discussion was led by Robert Innis, Lowell Sta
to this pubiished paper, “‘raninag, Thought: and:Langua:
Epistemology”, (Philosophy loday, Spring, 1978). 1

of *. . . the contribution of Polanyi's theory of tac

EN

aeneral theory of meanine and to an understandina of the specific relations
between thought and lanauage”.

Conference participants exnressed their appreciation to the contributors
for providing the raterial for very thouchtful and inforrative discussions,
and to the Society for waking the Conference nossible,

I'nyone interested in recelving copies of the papers that were presented

to Conference participants should write either to lhe authors er to the
Society office. Plesse be sure to send $3.00 for each paper to cover the
cost of duplicating and mailine. ($4.00 for each paper to be sent ocutside
the continental United States).

II. - Re-organization

At a business meeting held during the Conference, the Societv decided to
reorganize to provide the membership with better information on Polanyi
studies relative to research in the members' own fields of interest, and ra

to stimulate gatherings of polanyi scholars in connectien with professional
meetings.

To achieve this dual objective the Soclety has selected scholars in a
variety of fields to serve as "Studies Coordinators”. Fach of the
Coordinators will actively research materials of interest Lo the Socinty
relative to that field and refer the fnformation to the Soclety office for
publication in subsequent llews Pulletins. Each Coordinator will also
atternt to organize auxiliary meetines of Polanyi scholars in thelr field
in connection with meetinos of professional societies.

Six fields of fnquiry vere selected at the outset, but the Secieiv expressed
2 strong desire to add others as intevest dictated. “e are rerticularly er
interested in establishina a “Hatural Sclences Studies" section.

The foclety is also interested in maintainino direct comrunications with

Polanyi scholars in other countries and vould 1ike to desicnate soreonc

as an “International! Studies Coordinater", Rk
#ed

If any persens are interested in assuming resmonsibilfties for the above
activities or other fields, please notify the Office and ve will assist o
in the develorment of such aspects of the Societv's wark.

III. Pame Change I3

The Soclety also decided to change 1ts name. ('hile the "Society of
Explorers® held some special meaning for persons inside the Snciety, it
+as often confusing to wider audiences. The members accordingly decided
to rename the Soclety, “The Polanyi Soctety".

IV, Opportunity at Emorv University

Dr. Pobert Detweiler, Director of the firaduate Institute of the Liberal
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Arts at Emory University recently informed us that a qood deal of: {nterest
exists in Polanyl studies at the Institute and that they vieuld be *.: |
fnterested n looking at younoer scholars who have the kind of intep-
discipiinary interest that Polanyl represents". He indicated that thay
will nrobably want to hire a guest professor for one or twvo quavters durin
the 1975-76 academic year and would be interested in a "younver: Polanyi
type of scholar" for that position. Any Polanyi scholar interested sha
contact Nr. Detweiler at the Craduate Institute of the Liberal Arts, Emo
tinfversity, Atlanta, Georgia 30322, : -

V. Repewal of Membership

Attached to this issue of the Bulletin you will find a merbership form
Maturally ve continue to invite new memberships into the Society, but

is also time for present members to renew thelr membership {f they wis
continue with the Soclety under its new format. News bulletings wil
issued to members at the rate of approximately three fssues annually,
depending on the need for information dissemination.. ‘e Yook forvard
hearing from you., Members who renew their membership:will be hearinr
shortly from the Office and from the “Studies Coordinator? of thei
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Return to:

pr. Frederick Kirschenrann
Dean of the Colleqe

Curry College

i 1ton, 1"assachusetts 02166

Applicatien for Membership or fienewal of Fembership in The Polanvi Society.

Hame:
i‘ailing
Address:
Telephone: — e
Institutional Nelationship:
nStudies” Area (Fducation,frt, Peligion,etc.)
finly those who are joining for the first time should complete the followina:
Pyimary Interest in Polanyi:
er

Projects or Publications relative to Polanyi's Thought already completed:

MEMBERSHIP FEES: Regular Annual: $10,00 Student Annual: $6.00




