Book Reviews

David Holbrook (ed.), What Is It To Be Human? New
Perspectivesin Philosophy. Avebury Seriesin Philoso-
phy. Aldershot, Hants, England: Avebury, 1990. L 27.50.
Brookfield, VT: Gower Publishing Co. $49.95 (est.). Pp.
158. ISBN 1-85628-055-1.

Thisbook includesthe proceedings of aconfer-
ence held at Downing College, Cambridge, in September
1987, conducted by Mr.Holbrook, Dr. DavidLambandDr.
Wolfe Mays. Most of the contents have already been
published elsewhere. Mr. Holbrook, Emeritus Fellow of
Downing College, hasbeenamember of Conviviumsince
itbegan; Dr. Mayswaslikewiseamember for many years;
andDr. Lamb, alsoat theUniversity of Manchester andthe
Editor of the Avebury Seriesin Philosophy, has recently
joined us. Several other members attended the confer-
ence, which was a part of Mr. Holbrook’s campaign
against reductionist and mechanistic views of man. (See
his Education, Nihilism and Survival, 1977; Education
and Philosophical Anthropology, 1987; Evolution and
the Humanities, 1987; Further Sudiesin Philosophical
Anthropology, 1988.) <T>Mr. Holbrook’ s contributions
are the opening report on the conference, at the end of
which are printed comments by some of the other partici-
pants; a reprint of a paper from The British Medical
Journal, 1985, on“Medical EthicsandthePotentialitiesof
the Living Being;” and the two concluding surveys, “A
HundredY earsof Philosophical Anthropology” (reprinted
from The Sources of Hope, R. Fitzgerald, ed., 1979) and
“Changing Attitudes to the Nature of Man: A Working
Bibliography.” Dr.Lamb hascontributed“TheMeaning
of Death,” a detailed paper on the medical and moral
problems of defining death, deciding that someone has
died, allowing someoneto die, ending attempts at resus-
citation, and theremoval of organs, and “ Further Consid-
erationsof Ethical ProblemsinMedicine” (reprintedfrom
hisDowntheSippery Sope, 1987), onthelegal and moral
problems of the right to refuse treatment, passive eutha-
nasia, and living willsand Natural Death Acts. And Dr.

Mays has contributed “ Linguistic Analysisand Phenom-
enology,” areduced version of his introduction to Lin-
guistic Philosophy and Phenomenology (W. Mays and
S.C. Brown, eds., 1972), with a new appendix on “The
Concept of aPersonanditsEthical Bearing,” and“ Michael
Polanyi: Recollectionsand Comparisons,” apaper froma
conferenceon Polanyi and Phenomenology in1977 (orga-
nized by Convivium) and published in the Journal of the
British Society for Phenomenol ogy, 1978.

At first sight the contents appear to have little
connection with oneanother and with some of the discus-
sions at the conference, as reported in the opening chap-
ter. Yet there is at least the following scheme. Mr.
Holbrook’ s opening and closing papers set out the chal-
lengeof reductionist and mechani stictheoriesof manwith
their moral and educational implications, the need for an
alternative, and sources where that may be found, espe-
cially Polanyi, MarjorieGrene, phenomenol ogical biology
and psychology, and psychoanalysis. Dr. Mays then
gives amore specific account of some of the alternative
sources--Polanyi and phenomenol ogy--while Dr. Lamb,
with athorough grounding in medical and legal practice,
and Mr. Holbrook in his companion paper, reveal how
scientific, medical, and technological issues and proce-
dures regarding illness, death, transplants, and so forth,
necessarily raiselegal and moral questionswhichlimited
views of personsinevitably ignore or distort. Those are
serious questions, the answers to which have grave
consequences for the life and death of patients and those
yet to be born.

For readerswithageneral knowledgeof philoso-
phy and the general themes addressed, the most reward-
ing paperswill be those by Dr. Lamb with their detailed
referencestomedical andlegal practiceandopinion. Such
readers, like the reviewer, may feel that Mr. Holbrook’s
swift surveyssometimessuperficially assimilateonethinker
or ideato another and missthedistinctivenessof each. He
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also glosses over conflictsamong his alternative sources
yet expresses cauti on regarding criticism of someaspects
of Freud and the gloominess, nihilism and amoralism of
Sartre. Somewouldregard Freud asalmost equal ly reduc-
tionistand mechanisticas, say, behaviorism. Again, while
“philosophical anthropology” as an inquiry pursued un-
der that name does apply to many of the persons and
movementsmentioned (e.g. Schel er, Plessner, Buytendijk),
all of whomhavepresented genuinealternativestoreduc-
tionist and mechanistic views of man, yet the very views
towhich Mr. Holbrook isrightly opposed arethemselves
exampl esof “ phil osophical anthropology,” althoughtheir
authorsmay, inpositivist fashion, explicitly repudiatethat
notionandfail really toarticulatetheir notionsof man. The
conflictisonewithin thefield, though positivist philoso-
phies, allied to the reductionist versions, repudiate the
ideaof philosophical anthropology just asthey repudiate
metaphysics and ultimately philosophy itself. And the
exigencies of compression make the surveys read like
students’ essays. “AsMaslow says...,"” “AsBiswanger

says....

Y et the book, likethe conference, is, | presume,
addressed to the general reader concerned with some of
thereal problemsof our time. Unfortunately, theeconom-
icsof publishingandtheconsequent pricemilitateagainst
that aim, and perhaps a paperback version would have
been more appropriate. All the same, the three contribu-
tors have tackled a very important task, and their efforts
to spread awareness of the dangers of limited and dis-
torted images of humansalong with alternative and supe-
rior views deserve support and success.

R.T.Allen
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Notes On Contributors

Submissions for Publication

Doug Adamsteachesin the Theology and the Arts program at
Pacific School of Religionandthe Graduate Theological Union,
Berkeley. His most recent book is Transcendence with the
Human Body in Art: Segal, De Staebler, Johns and Christo
(1991).

R.T. Allen is a teacher and author as well as editor and
coordinator for the UK Polanyi studies group; he recently
publishedavolumetitled Michael Polanyi inthe Thinkersof Our
Time series.

John Apczynski isonthefaculty at Saint Bonaventure Univer-
sity; heis author of Doers of the Word (1977).

Walter Gulick teaches in the interdisciplinary humanities
program at Eastern MontanaCollege. Gulick hasbeenactiveas
apaper writer or respondent for many yearsinthe Polanyi study
group which meetsannually in conjunction with the meeting of
the American Academy of Religion.

Richard A.Hocksisamember of theEnglish Department at the
University of Missouri, Columbia. Much of hisscholarship has
focused uponHenry Jamesincluding Henry Jamesand Pragma-
tistic Thought (1974) and Henry James: A Sudy of the Short
Fiction (1990). Hocks also haslong-standing interestsin both
the thought of Owen Barfield and Michael Polanyi.

Philip Lewin teaches in the humanities program at Clarkson
University in Potsdam, NY . Hisspecial interestsare epistemol-
ogy and narrative and philosophy of science.

David Rutledgeisaprofessor of religion at Furman University
; last year he gavethe Rockwell Lecturesat Rice University on
“Humans and Planet Earth: Networks of Mutuality.”

James Stinesisonthefaculty at Appal achian State University;
hisrecent interest in chaostheory isexploredin hisshort article
here but also in alonger paper (“Polanyi, Chaos Theory and
Time") which he delivered at the Spring 1991 Kent State
University Polanyi Centennial Conference.

Articles, meeting notices and notes likely to be of
interest to personsinterested in the thought of Michael Polanyi
arewelcomed. Review suggestionsand book reviewsshould be
senttoWalter Gulick (seeaddressesl|isted below). Manuscripts,
notices and notes should be sent to Phil Mullins. All materials
from U.K. contributors should first be sent to John Puddefoot.
M anuscripts should be doubl espaced typewith notesat the end;
writersareencouragedto employ simplecitationswithinthetext
when possible. UseMLA or APA style. Abbreviatefrequently
cited book titles, particularly books by Polanyi (e.g., Personal
Knowledge becomes PK). Shorter articles (10-15 pages) are
preferred, although longer manuscripts (20-24 pages) will be
considered.

Manuscripts should include the author’s name on a
separate page since submissions normally will be sent out for
blind review. Inaddition to thetypescript of amanuscript to be
reviewed, authorsareexpectedto providean electroniccopy (on
either a5.25" or 3.5" disk) of accepted articles; it is helpful if
original submissionsare accompanied by adisk. ASCII text as
well as most popular IBM word processors are acceptable;
MACtext canusually betranslatedto ASCII. Besurethat disks
includeall relevantinformationwhichmay help convertingfiles
to Word Perfect or ASCII. Personswith questionsor problems
associated with producing an electronic copy of manuscripts
should phone or write Phil Mullins (816-271-4386).

Insofar as possible, TAD is willing to work with
authorswho have special problems producing electronic mate-
rias.

Phil Mullins

Missouri Western State College

St. Joseph, Missouri 64506
e-mail:(mullins@acad.mwsc.edu)Fax (816) 271-4574

Walter Gulick

Eastern Montana College
Billings, Montana 59101
Fax (406) 657-2037

Richard Allen

20 Ulverscroft Rd.

L oughborough, Leicestershire
LE113PU
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Polanyi Society

Membership/Renewal of Membership
(Please print or type)
Name Date
MailingAddress
Telephone:  Work Home

e-mail address:

Institutiond relationship

Study Area(s) [JArts []Communications& Rhetoric[] Literature[] Philosophy [] Philosophy of Science
[ Religion [] Theology []Education []Psychology []Psychiatry []Science and Technology []Economics[]

Sociology []Law [JHistory []Political Science []Other
Primary Interestin Polanyi (key words)

Membership Fee: [JRegular Annual, $20; []Student,$12.
Pay to: Polanyi Soci ety

Thisis: [JNew Membership [JRenewal [] DataUpdate, havepaid dues

Publications: Pleasegivecompl etefactsof publicationssothat it canbeindexedandlocated. Thesis/
dissertation: I ndicateschool and degreeaswel | asother data:

Members renewing subscriptions do not need to complete the full form above. Note only address changes and recent publications.
If your address label is correct, please tape it to this form. The membership cycle follows the academic year. Subscriptions are due
September 1 to Richard Gelwick, University of New England, Biddeford, ME 04005. European subscriptions (5 pounds sterling) are
handled by R. T. Allen, 20 Ulverscroft Rd., Loughborough, Leics, LE 11 3PU.
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The Polanyi Society and Allied Meetings
November 22and 23,1991
Kansas City, Missouri
Reqistration for the AAR meetings not required for participation
Joint M eetingof ThePolanyi Society and TheNorth American Paul Tillich Society

Time: November 22,1991 2:00-4:00p.m. Place: RoomY oung B (3rd Floor)
AllisPlazaHotel, 200 West Twelfth, KansasCity, MO 64104

Symposium: “Post-Critical I nterdisciplinarity: thePolanyi-Tillich Dialogueof 1962”
A. Arnold Wettstein, Rollins College. Presiding

Richard Gelwick, University of New England.
“Polanyi’ s Search for aPost-critical Logic in Science and Theology”

CharlesMcCoy, Pacific School of Religion/GTU
“ The Post Critical and Fiduciary Dimensionin Polanyi and Tillich”

Durwood Foster, Pacific School of Religion/GTU
“”Faith and Knowingin Polanyi and Tillich”

ThePolanyi Society Centennial Banquet

Time: November 22, 1991 7:30 -9:30 p.m. Place: Room Turner B (3rd Floor)
Allis Plaza Hotel, 200 West Twelfth,Kansas City, MO 64104

Richard Gelwick, University of New England. Presiding
Panel Presentation: The Tacit Victory and the Unfinished Agenda:
Panelists: Martha Crunkleton, Bates College
JoeKroger, St. Michael’ sCollege
Daniel Hardy, Center for Theological Inquiry/Princeton

The banquet can accomodate 25-40 persons. The Polanyi Society guaranteed reservations for 20. Menus and fina pricing for the
banquet meal are not presently available but will be in the $20-25 range. Please make reservations for the banquet as soon as
possible but no later than November 8, 1991. To reserve send a check for $20 to Phil Mullins, MWSC, St. Joseph, MO 64507.

Regular M eetingof ThePolanyi Society at theAAR

Time: November 23, 1991 9:00 to 12 noon, November 23, 1991 Place: Room McShann A (third floor)
Allis Plaza Hotel, 200 West Twelfth, Kansas City, MO 64104

Phil Mullins, Missouri Western State College. Presiding

Ronald L. Hall, Francis Marion College " Critical and Post-Critical Objectivity”
Martin Moleski, Canisius College. Respondent

Phil Rolnick, Greensboro College “Immanental Principle and Personal Transcendence: Polanyi’s Teleology of Progress’
Diane Y eager, Georgetown University. Respondent

Participants are expected to have read the papers. Papers can be ordered for $5.00 from Phil Mullins, MWSC, St. Joseph, MO 64507
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