THE POLANY| SQCIETY

Vol. X, Number 1, Fallk, 1982

GDNERAL COORRINATOR
Richaerd Celwick, Th.D.

REVIEW OF POLANYI O RHLTORIC, THE SPECIAL Read, u.,::g-n: of Keligica
ISSUE OF PRE-TEXT, Ad INTERDISCIPLINARY ’"::‘m:"c“:n:_’
JOURNAL OF RHETORIC ' Colusbis, MO 43215

OLSCIPLINARY COORDENATORS

This special issue of PRE/TEXT, a journal for the interdis- PR

ht Adasks, Th.D,
ciplinary atudy of rhetoric, 13 devoted entirely to the thoug Douglas .
of Michael Polanyl as it bears on rhetorical theory and ::;i:z;d::i-::n;.“"“
language in general. It is an indicarfon of the growing and Greduscs Thealogicai
impact of Polanyi's thought in the area of rhetorical theory ln:::; o s
and is a manifestation of Sam Watson's efforts to address e oo
current discussions of rhetoric from a Polanyian pe;sgecttve. almmnﬁ:aL,“ml“
Sam Watsom, who teaches English at the University of Nort u_ﬂzf;..,r“ m™.0.
Carolina aé Charlotte, 1s the guest editor of this particular :::::::::,r::l::::: ::“E::::n
issue of PRE/TEXT. He ia responsible both for conceiving of at Cbarlocrs an:
the scope of this project and for soliciting the essays. Prof. Chariotza, ¥
Watson, by avoiding the temptation to focus directly on Polanyi, mumm,:,m,:““,mn
has crafted a model of the way Polanyi's thought can be brought :::::m e e ot
to bear on a particular area of inquiry. M:d:::::n:n‘;““,

Kenc, O 4424
The eleven articles, written independeatly of each other, can ) ]
be read singlely or,in any order. But to capture :he’sp?;;h: _:f mﬂﬁ-f&i‘f‘;ﬁﬂ:”
the project, it is important to read first Sam Watson's "Break- » of ¥
Eastpinjthe"l‘acu Dimension.” He draws out the connectlions he Ml::-:mt;m:‘:: Conmuatty
finds in the essays, including an honest statement that some of mu‘u.?:1§;;u1u15ngu
the articles are only tangentially related to rhetorical theory. Duchan,
He doesn’t force a comprehensive unity that the essays them- :g“mmeﬂ:i
selves do not warrant. His preface also gives paragraph-length Feotusssr of Thileseshy
suggestions (not summaries) as to the thrust of each of the “mu.:.:: Z:ﬁ;::_ « 16
articles. s m::,n

il Sullie, .
Another major contribution of the editer is to provide a basic Ioptarant Pratessor of
exposition of Polanyi's thought to aid readers unfamiliar with Hh:.:?:::.n sence Cotlege
Polanyli. This helped make the other essays free from all but Se. Tovaph, 0 64307

the most necessary expositions. fter the praface the reader
is spared what would become repetitious expositions in each

of the articles. Thls strategy helps as wtuch as anything else
to make this a project that attends from Polanyl rather than to
him. -

itten by a

This speclal issue features three articles, each wr

person long assoclated with Polanyl: Harry Prosch, William Poteat,
and Robin Bodgkia.

Harry Prosch's essay, "Polanyl and Rhetoric," addresses the issue
of Polanyi's view of rhetoric, not by trying to Teconstruct a
theory of rhetoric, but indirectly through a discussion 05 . ,
Polanyl's use of rhetorilc. Starting with the assertion, Pnlanyi‘s
rhetoric was a disaster" (p. 189), Prof. Prosch discusses Polanyi's
failute Lo capture the attention of the philosophers to whom much
ofgghiy attention ls directed. In the development of his essay

O L

. Prosch 1iluminates some of the rhetorical strategles used by Polanyl and in the
process draws out the conmections between apprenticeship, conmunity
persuasive powers of language.

William Poteat's “"Further Polanyian Meditations," written as an exercise on post~
critical logic from the stance of post-critical logic, at times bears on the same
tssues of rhetoric raised by Prosch. Prof. Poteat discusses Polanyl's use of such
terms as 'belief,' 'fact,' 'velue,' "method,’ and 'logic' by explorisg how Polanyi
uses these concepts in ways that are st odds with their use in the philosophical
tradition. Since wuch of Polanyi's refiguring of these concepts remained tacit
rather than explicit reformulations, Polanyi's language could not but create diffi-
culties of understanding for those in the tradition who take up these basic terms
with their standard philosophical force. But Poteat goes beyond the difficulty
that Polanyi's rhetoric presemts from the stance of philosophical rhetoric. He
does this by struggling with the difficulties of taking up a post-critical way of
speaking even after becoming aware of the radical refiguring at work in Polanyl.
Though Poteat offers no explicit instructions on how to do this, the entire article,
which is a small part of an even larger meditation, is through its twisting and
turnings a concrete expression of how difficult the process of writing out of a
peat-critical logic 1s even for one who ig explicitly aware of the radical nature
of Polauyl's variance from critical ways of figuring and speaking.

If this isgue of PRE/TEXT did no more than make Poteat's article available to a
wider audlence not familiar with his privately circulated, book-length "Meditations,"
I would count Sam Watson's efforts to create this issue a success. (See the Polanyt
Soclety Newsletter, Winter, 1982 for James Stines' review of Poteat's work.)

The third featured article, "Making Sense and the Means for Doing So," 1s a further
elaboration by Robin Hodgkin of his theory of education, particularly as it relates
to & Polanylan refiguring of the concept of competence as " . , ., the potentiality
of an organism to deploy varied resources and complex skills flexibly in a creative
act” (p. 75). In poiating to the need for a playful use of concepts of toys,
tools, and symbols within a potential space of exploration, he offers a Fruitful
alternative to the more explieit, behavioristic understandings of the competency
oriented education that ia becoming more and more a feature both in the public
schools and in higher education.

The other edight contributors to this lssue are Janes Reither (“Some Ideas of Michael
Polanyi and Som Implicacions for Teaching Writing"), Diane Sautter (“Tacit and Explicit
Tulips” , Rembert Herbert ("Into the Tacit Dimenslon"), William Goding (“Polanyi

and Peak"), Robart Scott ("The Tacit Dimension and Rhetoric™), James Wiser ("Michael
Polanyi and the Problem of Toleration"), Loyal Rue ("Recomstructing the Conditions

for Cultural Coherence™), and Dale Canmon ("The Primicive"/"Civiiized Oppogition

and the Modern Notions of Objectivicy™).

Of these I want to mention two in the short space left because of their direct
bearing on the issue's theme of thetoric and writing.

In his article on Rhetoric and persuasion, Robert Scott also discusses some of the
curtent issues in the field of rhetoric. This was particularly halpful to me,
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along with Watson's preface, for understanding more specifically how rhetoricians
who approach thelr inquiry post-critically are at odds with their more traditional
colleagues.

One of the essays deals directly with the implications of Polanyi's view for the
teaching of writing. James Reither suggests some concrete implications and appli-
cations for teaching writing as the development of a tacit process. As I read

his suggestions I had a sense that they were consistent with practices that are
already widely used in the teaching of writing, leading me to wonder if Polanyi's
thought is perhaps not all that radical for teachers of writing. Prof. Reither
suggests that the difficulries do not Iie as much in the actual teaching of writing
as in the theoretical accounts of how one comes to learn to write.

Edward B. St. Clair
Department of Religious Studies
Uaiversity of North Carelina at Charlotte

CORRECTION: The special issue of PRE/TEXT is a double isasue. The price, therefore,
is 36.00, not §$4.00, as mistakenly prianted in the previous newsletter. The address
for ordering is: Victor J. Vitanza, PRE/TEXT General Editor, Department of English,
P.0. Box 19035, University of Texas at Arlingtom, Arlington, Texas, 76109

Persons ordering from overseas should send §10.

A COMPARYSON OF HObELS IN PHYSICS AND IN RELIGION
BY MICHAEL POLANYI

(The following text is excerpted from an unpublished manuscript of Michael Polanyl
dated December 7, 1939. It was found by Prof. William Scott of the University of
Nevada at Reno, who is writing a biography of Polanyi.)

fhysicists eay that the supreme proof for the validiry of natural laws 1is that they
make the world look tidy. Mo single piece of evidence 1s ever adopted against the
seneral idea of a natural law, it is rather assumed that if & single fact or even
aore than one fact do mot fit in, the weakness lles in the crudity of our gemerali-
sation which 13 not profound enough to allow for certain apparent exceptions. It
15 expected that a super-pattern will be found, revealing a more essemtlal reality,
which will comprise and comprehend the 0ld evidence and the new one alike. This
feeling of the provisiopal nature of all our ideas is fundamemtal, it is the ever
vigilant guide of science to new planes of synthesis, in which more end mote elements
of thought, belleved to be easeqtial at a lower level, are resorted by further ab-
straction.

Take for example the atomic model of Bohr. It contains electrons circling fixed
orbits, with definite velocicies. At this stage the energies of atoms seem in~
separably connected with the speeds of the orbital motilons. And yet in wave

mechanics these same energy values reappear arising as the property of a more abstract
substrate: the standing waves of Schrodiager, which reflect the interaction of
sucleus and electron without any reference to an orbital motion. In the matrix
mechanics of Heisenberg and Dirac even these waves have vanished; yet the same

enerzy values can be deduced. At each of these three stages a part of the idea

ahich appeared essential before, has been reduced to the role of mere scaffolding,

iv is removed and the essence retained in a purer form.

The idea of tolerance partakes of similar experience. It recognises that our
imperfect expressioms of truth cannot formulate any parts of it without distorting

some other parts; that, therefore, all honest expression of conviction is to be
considered as an ore from which closer analysis is likely to be able to extract

some truth which perhaps 1s not recognised anywhere else. In fact it seems likely
thar the most valuable source of inspiration for religious truth still remains the
tradition of the Churches in spite of all the dross of ritual superstition and the
glaring contradictions to common knowledge with which through which devotion 1is
expressed. Teachers of the Church may often feel that they would prefer to dispemse
the wisdom of the higher levels, as it were the Heisenberg - Dirac matrix wechanics
of religion in which the claptrap of Heavea and Hell (which correspond to the pleture
book level of atomic orbits according to Bohr) as well as the substance of God (which
resenbles the essentially unobservable waves of Schrodinger) would be resorted (sic)
in favour of a purex doctrine of higher absrractioa. But they may prefer to teach,
as I do myself, in the case of atomic theory, in terms that can be understood, even
though these are crude and less true,

HEWS AIID NOTES

lhe Rev, Terrence Kemnnedy who did his doctoral thestis on THE MORALITY OF iGIOWLEDGE:
TRANSCENDENCE AND TUE INTELLECTUAL LIFE IN THE THOUGHT OF MICHAEL POLANYI is now in
Australla. Wis address is: Redewptorist Fathers, P,0. Box 77, Pennanc Hills, H.5.W.
2120, Australia.

Jerome R. Ravetz who 1s Senior Lecturer and Head of the Division of History and Phileso-
phy of Science at the University of Leeds published in 1971 SCIENTIFIC KHOWLEDGE AND

ITS SOCIAL PROBLENS, Oxford Uaiversity Press. This book, which seems to have been missed
awong us, expresses a major dependence upon Polanyi for his systematic development of
science as craft work (p. 73). In fact, the entire book uses and depends upon Polanyl's
notion of tacit knowing end the ways it functions in both the individual and soclal
activity of science. It is also a comtribution to the general problem af the nature of
scientific thought and its social organization and impact that advances the eyidence
developed by Polanyi. Persons on the edge of the history and philosophy of science

will find the references and bibliography in Ravetz's work especlally helpful in

seelng the growing support for an alternative philoscphy of science.

Carl R. Rogers, distinguished American humanistic psychologist at the Center for Studies
of the Person, 1125 Torrey Pines Hoad, La Jolla, California 92037, contributed a chapter,
"Some New Challenges," to ADVANCES IN ALTERED STATES OF CONSCIOUSNESS AND HUMAN POTEN __
TIALITIES, Vol. I, Psychological Dimensions, Rew York: 1976. 1In this chapter, Rogers
discusses the importance of Pelanyl for developing a human science. Moreover, he does

it by showing how the well known behaviorist B. F. Skinner, contrary to his intent,
actually described his own becoming a scientiat as being pulled by his subjective

vigion into a deeper and more aignificant view of reality.

Richard Gelwick's book, THE WAY OF DISCOVERY: AN INTRODUCTION TO THE THOUGHT OF MICHAFL
POLANYL is being translated into Japanese and scheduled for publicatien in 1983, Ap-
arently there is a aignificant interest in Polanyl 1n Japan since the requestc to Oxford
University Press for publication rights was initiaced by a press there. Prof. §. Magao
of Meiji University 13 dolng the translation.

The special issue on Michael Polanyi ia ZYGON, March, 1982 has received a wide response.
Correspondence with Phil Mullins and the other contributors has arrived from oot only
Canada, the United States, and Great Britain but algo Australfa and Argentina. The
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comtents of the issue focus around issues in Polanyi's last book, MEANING. 5;851:
uples are available for $5.00 and subscriptions for $17.00 (overseas add $1.1 Yy
weiting: Couneil on the $tudy of Religion, Wilfrid Laurier University, Waterktoo,
dutario, Canada N2L 3C5.

Tape recordings of Polanyi lecturing or in dialogue are neaded. If you ha:ﬁ t:E:S,
the Polanyi Seclety will pay for copying or will have coples made and return y
tape. Please contact R. Gelwick, PS General Co-ordlnator.

R. Melvin Kelser, Prof. of Religion, Guilford College, Greensbora, Hort? cg::::::nzz:;O'
presented in August a major paper "Inaugurating Postcritical PhilneogggiETY o eaLbES
Conversion in Augustine's CONFESSIONS" at the annual meeting of the ke
1l HIGHER EDUCATION. The paper examines why Polanyi could claim Aug:stinie 2
originator of post-critical philegophy. Much more than the usual pr :i En o
. cecedes understanding, Keiser's paper shows how the structure of tacS‘ONSorelgtes to
;pplles to the way Augustine’s autoblographical account in the CONFES N e
angustine’s cosmology. It seems that Aug:icin?;: ;::::::zeoge::::;nﬁi:pc:nVEISIDn
vxplains why there is an intrinsic connectlon N iae his maner
God's creation of rthe world. Kelser comclude pap
izzhhzig::gi;Z:zn::ngo:EAugust1ne's “paosteritical” method can help us in developing

language for creation in our day.

Aaron Milavec has had a book, TO EMPOWER AS JESUS DID: ACQUIRING SPIRITUAL P3“E:1
THROUGH APPRENTICESHIP, Edwin Mellen Press, Lewiston, New York 14092 publishe 1t t:ans-
year. The book applies Michael Polanyi's analysis of how a cultural hiritag;t 8

mitted to show the divine-human dynamics that ground religiou empower n:ildren
develops this into its ramifications for Christian practice in raising c

using scripture, praying, and worshipping.

ORGANIZATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

it ha; been a number of years since we have had a general meeting of chedPoiiﬁyiaiociety.

%he growth of Polanyi's influence has been substantial during this pi;io :“d b ma if

schotars contribucing from many fields. The Po;anyi Society :a:oizcﬂndt:ezide e

to assess ou

this growth and aims to reflect it. Now we unee clde I
interested in a publishing prog

ways we should be going. Some persons are e e ardily

liahed articles into Polanyl volu
would gather up the published and unpub L e eetaty o
. Some persons are also interested in enlarging the e
ﬁ;::tEZiitical S:gdiea" {n order to unite the various movements s:si:nzn::i:nylas
ffered to host a meeting om the .
general aims. Several people have o . P e
i{aform better the academy

nember of people have recognized the need to o e
duate research directors to help

cange of Polanyl studies, the need for gra e e routh

d to facilitate a more 1n

srudents avold duplication of earlier work, aw e B

e h- thoughts as these all poin

.7 the implications of Polanyi's thought. 35uc

ﬁee: Eormg naticnal consultation with each other. During the yeari zigzzlc::u:::t

;eeting at Skidmore, the consultations at the AAR hayeprovided ani o e e

for Polanyl Society planning. At this point, I would like to 1uv1ce Z :hepne:t als

and assessments for a meeting that would help to gulde us for at leas

Jears.
Richard Gelwick

General Coordinator and
Editor for the Mewsletter

AAR 1982

In the Winter 1982 Polanyl Society Newsletter it was reported that the Program
Committeg of the American Academy of Religion elected not to grant a program session
at the 1982 annual meeting to the group of scholars who for several years have
gathered  there to discuss implications of Polanyi's thought, Although we will

not have an official session, members of the AAR vho plan to attend the New York
meeting in December should note the following papers listed in the program by
persons affilisted with the recent Polanyl Studies Consultation.

Jerry Gill, “"Polanyi's Concept of Tacit Knowing and Cross Cultural Models of
Religious Knowledge"

Walter Gulick, "A Listening Autonomy: Polanyi and the Claims of Feeling £n
Religious Meaning"

Richard Geluipk, "The Second Death: Nuclear War, Cosmology, and Eschatclogy”

The G111 and Gulick papers will be presented 2-3:30 p.m. on December 19 in Sutton
Parlor Center (New York Hilton); the Gelwick paper will be presented in the 9-12
session on December 21 in Suite 534 (New York Hiltom).

Some members of the AAR who have been active An the annual meeting discussions of
papers using Pelanyl are naturally disgruntled because the AAR Program Committee was
not willing to allow a program unit this year. On behalf of the former Polanyi
Consultatioms I protested the absence of our program unit. Since there appears to
be a continuing interest in having AAR meetings of persons interested in Polanyi at
the annual meetings, we are working on several posaibilities: a way to meet

at the AAR ag an affiliated soclety and application tor a new program uait such

as a consultation on "Post-critical Studies," We have just heard from the new
executive director of the AAR, Jemes Wigginms, about policies for 1983 in Dallas.
Status on affilisted societies will be comsidered in che January Program Committee
meeting of the AAR. Acceptance of other program units will depend upon the clarity,
relevance, history of the topic or group, and demand. Your prompt resonse to the
enclosed questionnaire will be very helpful in negotiating with the program com-
cittee. Please return immediately the questionnaire to the address given at the
bottom of the page of the questionnaire.

Phil Mulling







